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Aides at Howard
Still Stand Firm
on “Good for Evil”

BY SELIG GREENBERG

Five young men who had refused
to fight for thelr eouniry talked
about It with unusual eandor yes-
terday afternaon,

The place was the medieal library
in the administration building of the
Jrate Hospllal for Mental Diseases,
whara 65 Mennonltes and other cori=
gelentious objectars have been worl-
Ing for the pnst three years under
paslgnment from Selectlive Service,

The oceaslon was an informal
seminar on the philosophy of non=
resistance arranged by Dr. John F.
:llu;m, superintendent of the hos-

tal,

A young woman, one of the 17
wives of Mannonitos now living at
Howard, also gat In on he Inferview
fo represent the woman's poinl of

lew,
Would Ak Nazis to Dinner
Her point of view, it developed,
wis the same as that of the men,
which in best summarizéd n the fol-
lowing Interchinge: —Se———
Q. Just in order o make clear

_THEY WOULD HAVE INVITED NAZIS

TO

OBJECTORS: Left to right, Warren Leatherman, Mrs,

Jean Yoder, William Keeney, James Shanl, Claly Hoffman and me Yoder.

DINMER HERE

eourjtry had been ‘nvaded by the
Germans, that the Nazis had sailed
up Aarraginseil Bay and landed In
Rhode Island, Would ysu hove taken
up arms in such a case?

A. (enthusiastically soncurred in
by all) No. We waould have invited
them In for dinner.

volees und abserveed the obvious gin-
(eerity of thelr manner,

From the windows of the library

could be secn the long rews of build-
ings housing nonrly 3000 men and

under the strains of life, A{ times
This answer may sound faniustic, you disagreed vielenily with the
but it wouldn't have If you had sal|views of the f

your views, let's assume thal this

mm_ge_ums l

Continued

They sald that, {f nocessary they any invading Nazis In for dinner.
would have gone to jall rather than
work in a war industry, All were
modestly drossed, iwo in the uni-|

forms of hogpital attendants,

The Amlsly, n gnomish-loalein g fel-
low with long liale and plereing eyes,

lans to start raleing n beard after

&'s married, in nccordance with the ! R
custom of his secl. The membars of “If you return evil with evil,” as-

this sact have hooks and eyes in-
stead of buttons on their wiu be-
cause they regard buttons as oo
ostentatious, £ —
Sitting In on the Interview were
Mrs, Jean Yoder of Ellchart, Ind.;
James Shank, 26, of Chambersburg,

Pa.: and Warren :thamau, 24, of |
Do W ;B onnonites;
 William Keen

n"\

ecney, 24, of Ponn Craft,
Pa, n Digciple of Christ; Clair Hoff-
man, 27, of Maytown, Pa, of the
Brethren In Christ; and Monrog
Yoder, 23, of Sugar Creek, O, the
Amish, who 18 no relation of Mrs,
Yoder,

“Must Love Enemies”

They belleye, they snid, that #'s a
in 1o kill, that “you must love your
enemies and do good to those who
hate you" and that “you must dif-|
ferentiate between an evil and the
person who commits | ie—

Leatherman, who untll recently
served ng group leader of the con-
sclentlous objectors at the State
Hospital but is now attached ns co-
divecior of all hospital units under
the Mennonlte Central Commitiee of
Akron, Pa, the agency in charge of |
the elvilian public serviee program
for the objectors, did much of the
talkking. He had comg to Howard
Kmerdny to take hame hig wife, who
is been employed as a {eacher at

the Oaklawn Schoal for Girls, |

b e

tin e

avound the large lable in the onk-, woman, but you couldn't help but be!the penalty, even If it
panelled roomewlth thege six people, Impressed by thelr sereng falth In glving up thelr lives,

| It was Leathe| | who made the
'mtnmunt.‘ld%rm:w oved by the
'oihers, that he would have invited =

~ pollpwed Consclences
b b ¥ neonucinnqu_ dic-
i anid Hoftman, ‘:“nOL knowing
whint waa ahend of us’ e
’ ed the only way I know
ta ﬁe:?“ sald Yoder. *‘}' eouldn't have
BCERG KRS e O n it
{! éol i
sl B oy Rt
star who serve i
with the Army Mao

gu’;";cnl.wn not regarded by the u\:—
jectors a8 A conscientious objector in
“rall sense of the term, because
of hls army connection. "1t malses 1o
Gifferonce.” observed Keeney, ad ‘:n
vmg-n{mu}pnwhuw and who

sourn it out” -
DO e they are dlscharged and rent
home, most of the objectors plan

“Not  from any ecollaborationist
point of view" Shank interposed,
“but in an attempt to win them over
with good 1'ﬂther than evercome
them with evil."

“You can't overcomas evil with
evil" said Mrs, Yoder. "Evil haa to
be oyercome with good." :

serted Keeney, “it becomes an end-

less eumulative process, Somebody

has reversse the dog-eat-dog
process,” .

. In answer to the question as to

. |whether they really belleved the

. |Nazls or the Jups could have been

N ) | 1
|, |won over Ha'{lndmpu to the good & One s planning to
of life, Leatherman sajd: “If return fo colleg Itiah East

A ml;l" whale population of England | go into misslon work In Br ]

heard the desp convietion in their|what they consider the gaod 1ife and
the anly way of serving God. Even
if their opinions often sounded odd,
there was an impresaive sanity about
thelr dogmatic views “based on the
Iiteridl following of the teachings of
women whose minds had cracked|Christ,” These people plainly had
the eourage of thelr convictlons,
They knew they wern non=conforms-
ve men and the lsts and gald they were ready to pny

ghould mean

Only three of those interviewed,
1he waman and two of the men, were
Mennonites, Of fhe others, one was
u Disclple of Christ, another a mem-
ber of the Chureh of the Brethren
in Christ, and the third an Amish,

None of them smokes, drinks liquer
or dances. Thelr religious objections
{0 war extend even to défense work,

Continued on Page 2, Col. 1,
Mennonites

\ would have had enough falth in God |
! to remaln non-resistani, the Ger-
b ‘| mnans might have occupled the coun-

Y try but they would never have con-

quered IL"

“And supposs the Nazis had killed
everybody, as they came closa to do-
ing'in some places? was the next
guastion,

“The testimony of God would have
been so great” replied Mra. Yoder,

«. “that it would have come even to the
| Nnzls"

Attitule on Atrocitios

“In speaking of atrotities,” said
Shank, “wa believe God allows these
(hings, We don't know His purpose.”

“Faith in God,” remarked Leather-

-

understand why He
things.” / |
Later he ndded that he disagreed
with the Pbgum d!qllg.;n tha t‘*1.1:;
people of the formerly oceuple
uqunﬁlu ghould be fed before any
food Ia sent to the Germans and was
opposed to any such digerimination

doos those

WT%enmmtn Central m"
mitieq, he sald, wns engerly awalting

; cal Reform
\ %‘hﬁmﬁ&?@%&’m ‘belonging
*|fo the Church of Brethren.

man, “means that you ean't always|

Ciovernmaent permission to send re-
lief supplies to Germany.

At one polnt, after Shank had ex-
postulaied his bellef fn the absoluta
soparation of church nnd state, he
was naked: *What comes first, your
church or your country?

"God comes first,” he replied.

In snswer to the quesiion as to
how |t felt mol to have fought for
their eountry in its hour of suprame
danger while hundrads of thousands
of Americans sun‘e%d. bled and died,
the objectors sald they felt they had
gerved God to the best of thelr ability
In an effort to giva the rest of the
world an example of the good way of
lite. Far from being nshamed of
their wartime rola, they emphasized,
they now bolieved more than ever
in the prineiples of non-reslstance
and in the urgent need for “a frans-
formation of the spirit and a change
of heart from selfishness and greed.”

l ; " = |
#iﬁ;nuuh they are hﬁ non=Men

| he State Hospital. The
‘rjr?&;g:ﬁ? :: thq Howard group ‘ﬂ
ennoniles, but there are amh vn
mambers of the Church of Brethte
in Clarlat, four Amish, :ﬁ:n 1:{ oty
ane Jehavah's Witnes e

2

Even ihe M o
: nt sects, The
Tnto five different xp; i
Mernoniie Chureh, it was broug
mn?\al: 18 nmmn'u branches. 3::“
nuin dlaagree in matters af pruf:m&
|ing thelr rellgion, but they prn un g
in believing in “pon-reaislance, B
lp‘l.lclty and non-confor




