.;“" "Work in Pandamonium Hall"

Re | Ralph 5, Wolfe
3 i' nw grounds of a New England Training School for
. mmmdod stands a buillding known lacally as boys'

v ,f;. To the hundred boys who live within this building,

The ul.l,y activity of this group of boys followe this

- pattern: Each morning these hundred boys zet up and dress
or are dressed by someone and form the traditional "line".
Day men arrive, count the boys, and the night men glad to be
off duty, retire. The morning routine of making beds, scrubbing
floors, sweeping roomg, and moppring t-.han begins. Fromptly
at 6:30 they form a line and go to breakfast. Lach morning
durinz the week upon returning from breakfast the boys get
themselves or are helped by an attendant to get ready for
school. PSome of these boys remaln alt school only an hour ox
so, for their attention span is very short; others remaln for
the whole morning. Returning from school about 11:15, brings
the whole group together again. Several brlghter boys are
chosen to help serve dinmner in the dining hall and presently
everybody is on his way to satisfy his appetlte. By twelve,
dinner is over and by twelve-thirty the mejority are on thelr
way to school again, At 3:15 P.M. school 1s out and they_
£ind some eamusement in the huilding's day halls until supper.
After suvper they play games or f ind something to do until

| bed tm. msm men arrive at T:00 P.M.; count 1s taken mﬂh

ents leave. Pmmpih‘ m. &m a.m, the




g0 about thelr actlvitles,,t
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and Sunday, when play and church enter the routine in pm._

of school. To the casual observer of these boys ae they

-

. g " appear as though work with
them would be ideal. However, thesa beys though mentally

 petarded have just as much energy as normal kids, end meke

no mistake about 1t! They can out swear, out steal, out
fight, out destroy, and even out-wllt along t'}.ieir line any
similar normal group of boys I have ever seen. 4nd on top
of that, they too, san ysll just as loud or louder.

Cne who works in this bullding can flgur_a on the neeé-ﬁalty
of breaking up a fight or squabble every five -::ﬁ* ten minutes.
It is & contlinual strugzle to keep them re mona.uly cuiet; the

noise is terrific and the asttendant Tinds hilmself in & daze

trying to keep up with dhelir steallng and destructlon of

property. Thls urge, to destroy, has lumpressed ltselfl agaln

and again; 1t seeuws to be & characteristic of feebleminded

boys. Exploitation of those fellow ratlentis whe haven't

tha mentality to know "what the score 1g" is also common.

Thus, in reality the work becomss one contlauous struggle

~ for several attsondants to kesp up with a hundrad_'gbmml-

Uﬁfﬁrﬁm&taly mam pacifistic methods are not adequate




__Mtw Hall Gent'd. 'I!"--é
5 “’ﬁh ther, and to my sorrow that to make frisnds

s d trous. One must in my opinion assume the role of
llum pr stern imparital parent and proceed accordingly,
N The one fundamental draw-back is their incredibilas

';Iamou in learning certain things, In.f;nit.e vatience
is required, for it 1is far easier to 4o ) thing muraelf
than t¢ exrlain how you want 1t done to a ?e e_mi_ndadr
boy. iy g
Of course there are humrous occasiona too, eut nhy;.wal
labor 1s absent from the attendant's routine, whiah - A IR

rezretable, and this leaves the "work" a mental endurance
test, which at tiwes 1s degrading and dimouraglng
Work of this kind is clossly ralatad with Jwanila
d‘glhquanay and as such is sducational., It has opened taw-
me thu whols world of institutions, their purrose and |
?‘?&m“‘ to soclety--a whole wokld within a wo 3"1‘1-....2#@“ Bos!
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