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Dear Friends:

some of you havo already rcesived naterials telling about our work
and inviting your participation in a program of petterment in publilc
n.+ whother you have had previous information or not,

jnstitutions. 5Sub, : :
I feel certaln that you will find the following rcecord of experilcnce

and activity of real intereste

z Years of Church It's becn threo years now since ihe first Civilian
ExperiencCCes e public Service men were assigned to work 1in mene
tal hosp itals and in training schools for mental

deficicnis. In these tarce years tho number has grovwn unblil 'nov there
arg over 2000 men and over 100 women doing this specilal service under
the Mcnnonite, Bretiaron, Frieads (Quaker) , Methodist, Evangelical and
Reformed, Catholioc, Baptist, and Christian (Disciples) Churchese 1Thce
jndividuals have been abou v uqually divided between rural and urban
backgroundsSe They have been mostly of high school or college age witih

many'ministers and educators, doctors and englncers, farmers, artlsts,
and business men includeds

Experisnces have been interesting and chocking, challenging, f ruce
trating and demanding. We sed to have come O a nev world-~a world
where peonle, sick people, c5 4o 4074 curable neople and the rest for

the most part able 1O adjust ©O institutions and getv a creat deal of

joy out of life, werec consigned %O custodial carc. Many weren't getting
aven custodial carce Rarcly onc of e 60 institutions would have a
modern and up-to-date treatment prograiie But many patients weren' v
getting even custodial care and were belng treabed worse than a good
farmer would care for 1is livestock. A few nave been starved or havo
caten like plese Frequently food 1is consistently inadequatee Some
naye suf fered physical abuc es Some have ZONC naked for months -=Winielr
-nd summer-- or have bcen sub jected 1O freoczing temperatures with 1iso-e
apparels  Mos% patients receive only emergency nedical atbention and
some receive none at 511, Nurses have been scarce and attendants for
the most part are anbrained; they have many wrong ideas and attitudes.
Patients have suffered needlessly. This, some have said, 1ls the help.
less patient's contribution to the war effort.

But we who have looked behind the scenes know'that 1T IS NOT A
PROBLEM OF THE WAR PEZRIOD ALONE . Herelsowhy weucal) say that--and herc’
what we're doing about 1us |

A

3 W{ngmar neriodical for atbtendants 10 me{l_%%l;
501

WJW. There nas never been a Lexbbook Wr.
for avvendanits~-~and never Tsfore this year has uhere been a hqndbOOK
for avtendants. Yeb ~itendants, more than any others, live with the

patients and determine theipr chances for recoverys
. CPS men, working on thelr off hours, . fier from 8 to 15 hours of
regular dutics, have originated and written materials - monthly
iasnes of The Abbtendany, an 8-page magazine publighed DY e (
tal Hyglene Progranm of (P3). This month this magasine had 746 subsCe
ribers for 1672 copies; 2668 coples were being furnished free 1o CFS
men serving in 60 institutllioriSe vt is sent to 717 separate private and
publ ic institutioms=--county, state and veter&n‘;-—hﬂSpitals and prain-

ing schoolss Total distribubion on date of publishing was 5663 copies.
llany orders for back issues are belng fillede

b. CPS mer nave wriltten an or ientation and reference Handbook for

Poychiatric Aldes and it is being used in training courses and for dis“_

“oubion to both nurses and attendantse oPS men have prepared copy IoF




raint (the firstv attempt ever made to glve attendantis
difficult problem=-~that of handling without

a Handbook oI Resy
personallty the occasionally difficult

generally help on thelr most

unnecessary force or violence %0

patient. 1
c, Other hanabooks and & textbook are belng prepared.

II, Hundreds ol institutl nS1hqﬁeﬁOng;ategﬂginceﬂ}ggjg origin with a

1L F institutions have never been equlpped t0O

skeleton stali. Hundreds oi 2L tions have nev
Geal with mental illness in the modern, curative ways=--many have been SO
T — =% individual attention 1s impossible; many have never

over-crowded tha : 3 :
had the most essential 01 theraples--occupational therapy depariments,

with trained and sympathetic supervisors or attendantse Funds have
never been made available to give the proper eguipment and personnel %o
a nigh percentage of public instituvions. Thus, many superintendenus
have been helpless to railse gtandards.
a. MHP has started a manpower survey, it has polled its membership
to learn of those interested in continuing in postewar.
b. The experience has prought enlightenment and challenge to the
many Churches of the nation and these are rallying to permanent POSU~
nstitutions or in colleges. Friends, Breilren
orke=camps or service projects

war activities in stabe 1
ening their own psychlatric

=nd Mennonites are plamning permanent w
in the field and ey are dis cuss ing op

"he E.%R. Chuich is placing mental institu-
work projects for Christlan Servicee

wards for mentel pavientse
tion service on its list of life

c. MHP has conducted a voluntary off-hour project of surveying the
nweeds of institutions it serves; 1s collecting materlals from 48 states
with the intention of publishing a geaneral summary of conditions soon.

II1I. The public has never had a clear picture of mental 1llness and the
up-to=dabe and productive methods of curing @ high pereentage ol 0ases
7ide education program sufficlent 10

There has never been a nation-
couse the average citizen to awaken to the exitravagance and the brutality

of under-eguipped, out-dated institut jons --and hundreds are so classede
ae MHP 18 preparing a series of public education pa.mphlet.s._
b, MEP is encouraging writing, speaking and publishing in the field

of mental health and in care of the mentally ille
ce MHP is plaming a nation-wide educational progran that will bring
the problem clearly and forcibly before the sttention of a waiting and

anxilous clitizenrye.

IVé There has never been a complete and u ~to-date compilation of laws
relati t0 mental health and 10 Eublic__:l.nﬁti’outions, and no model law,
ealing with care ond treatment, commitment and release, rights and

restrictions of the mentally 1ill.
a. MHP, through volunteer, off-hour work of men and women in camps
or in institutional work, has undertaken the briefing of all the laws

of the nation dealing with mental illness or mental deficiencye Thesc
will be supplied to. the UsSs Public Health Service and to all interestuc

workers in the field, .
be MHP ie working on a model mental hygiene law for reference by all

states In making their code adeguate and uniform.

In all these projcects MHP has had the encouragement and support
of leading authorities.

~ We hope that you, too, willi share the satisfaction that com
gerving those who are helpless and depriveds |
B g0 Sincerely yours,

b ::"'_t" ""'.,!'-"L - - - i 1
hid. BO L LIk | \ | - | ?’/'}7
- . - - i _ _ gy . ¥ ' \
m'r - : i

a
3 R0 bete io%e Lv o e
Jr .- & 1 ., L 8 & mw ___'- w 1 ; A
F'l'h_ _.. . 4 - '8 | » J ' N . !

es from



	By the Way 1.pdf
	By the Way 2 copy

