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Organize New
Amnesfy Grcup

A Committee For Amnesty for War
Objecrors and Selective Secvice Violators
was organized here last month to secure
full pardon from the President for the
more than §,000 drafe act objectors
now |mmam-d

l‘lm
LA
Hereal Svar objecrors
terms more nearly
ByEn. 1o ardingry serlard
Officers Named

The temporary officers of the Com-
mittee, whose headquarters is § Beck-
man Stn!ﬂt. are: Chairman, A, ¥i M-ll!ltﬂ
Vice-Chairmen, James Beiscol and
Witte Wyckoff; Scceetary, Trances Rose
Ransom; Treasurer, Evan W. Thomas,
Stanley Murphy was appointed as organ-
izer for the Committee. An executive
committee composed of the abave offi-
cers, Winslow Osborne, Julius Eichel,
and Fay Blackburn was also established,
at the initial muring of the Commitrec.

The Gﬂmmi“"t h‘h issued a Ananeial
nppﬂ' far 1‘.000 i3 an initial fund o
launch the campaign. with a portion of
the fund‘ to be used in suppore of pick-
cfs in w.u]nnxtun,

Meanwhile, the Call, in a lead editorial,

Atomic Solation

Harold Nisenson of New York
senwds in the most fascinating SHgRes-
tion so far made to elimivate the
atoude bomb menmace, His idea is to
suspend an extralarge bomb over
cvery eity on earth and for the
bombs to be conneeted elve tromically,
o that if one bomb is sef off any-
where on carth all the other bombx
will go ﬂﬁ al the same time,

—The Call

Director Assaults
Camper at Mancos

By Prescott Vernon
S[u'dif ta The €. O.

MANCOS, Colo,—A campaign of illegal and arbicrary action has been carried
auk by’ the Administration of Civilian Public Service (_'amp Na; i1, which has
included assault on one camper by the Dircctor and the arrest of three asignees on
false charges of refusal to work. The victims were assignees who have been highly

* Training Plan
Is Scuttled

Modified Program Proposed

Chaos Reigns
In CPS Camp

S Orders Men Back and

By Legion Will Be
Considered Next

Tt appesrcd last month chat the War
Department  had -abandoned hope far
the passage of President Truman's com-
pulsory military training bill, and that
action would be taken shorcly- on w
drastically modified bill proposed by the
American l.t'giuu.

The Legion's program reduces the
basic training period from one year to
four months, at the end of which time
the individual could return to school

Corps or the Mational Guard, If he did
not return to school, the ather eight
months could be spent at some type of
industrial work deemed necessary to na-
tional defense, or the traince may res
main in the Armed Forces

It is expected that 3 measure sub-
stantially embracing these provisions
will be approved by the House Military
Affairs Committee abour January 1.

A resolution L\lppﬂ'\ing rumpulmry
military training was passed last month
by 500 delegates representing 71 or-
ganizations in New York Scate, affiliated

urp:cd Anmnty Nov." for COs. with American Youth for r)cmocr.lc_v.

Revohition Was Never Like Thigh

An Editorial

The moral planners of our age are about to be confounded, as the economic
plmmrs have been, by the bleak reality of science unchallenged tnless :h::y stop
spending all their time in conference halls and confront the realicy with 1 stronger
weapon than oratory, It is as true of the best-intentioned radical and liberal organi-
zations as it is of the most reactionary factions among us that responsible individual
conduct 15 subsrdinated to the will of officialdom. Such is the evil nature of organi-
zations—but tes many meerings, from whence are issued the pronunciamentos and
diroctives of leadership, tend to exaggerate the evil and entrench the inequity.

Meetings are a nervous habir, like smoking. And just as the smoker faced
with a pcrpluxing social’ situation iip;hn a cig.ln:th.' for want of a Iu:tm- ml\ltinn.
the moral planner when action is demanded invaviably calls another meeting. The
high command of modern “bera]iﬂm. dmlp:r:h‘iy fru-\tr;lted, is .ll:muully devptcd to
the cradition of democratic procedure with all of its eliborate reappings—to the
extent that ritual has become an end in itself and the adoption of a resolution the
ultimate in rcvnlutiun:r}' action.

Our friend Sl.lhlt)f Murphy 1|\|‘Jl\.1 of the d.r“g'hlu of inaction. There is no
beceer illuscration of his mc:m'mg than the endléss commicees mw:ingo where brave
and uncompromising resolutions are framed—and hung out to dry and wither in
the sun, and be forgotten, Superfluous meetings have supplanted action and usurped
the responsibility of individuaf in a world where the individual action of responsible
men 15 cssential to suevival, Under the present arrangement a faithful Socialist is
constrained even from independent judgment, to say nmhmg of action, until the
afficial position iy pmclalmed at headquarters after a series of meetings, O:herwmﬁ_
he is a bum Socialist, a theear to the unity of the . Private
actually discouraged for the sake of party solidarity. Of course, he may be s
familiar with the party line that he can anticipate its atvicudes, in which case he
it arill not motivated lpy his own sense of rmpnmibﬂity. The same :hin; is true of
the pacifist movement, tha anarchist movement, the Trotskyites, the Communists

(Cnnlhrm‘.f on page 4)
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Forth Across Nation
At Own !xp_lnu

By Foy Finch
Special to The C.O.

{In vomnection with the disorders re-
ported below, Mr. Roy Finch, writer of
the dispateh and assistant editor of The
.0, way arrested late last month shorf-
1y after uml"d.hu_-\- bis wtory, )

MINERSVILLE, Calif. —
||'\\)I|II\, “'!Ill.'l'\ IIIL‘IINI‘,
the dining hall, the v

A hectic

the burning of

tive Service six. men who have
transferred to this camp from church
unita.

Four of the men had their transfers
to Minersville approved by A. S. Imirie,
executive officer of Selective Service, on
the condirion thar they transfer at their
own expense.  Shortly after arriving
they were ordered back to Gatlinburg,
Tenn., eamp lgain 1t their own expense,
by Col. Lewis F. Kosch,” head of camp
operations.  The other two members of
the group came dirncdy from Williams-
burg, V.!.. l\uipil,ﬂ unlt, .lflul‘ l!\(‘if‘
transfers had been requested by the hos-
pital superintendent there,

All six of the men, who are opposed
on principle to remaining in a church-
sponsored conscription program and had
been tryinu since last Jun: to get thelr
eransfors, refused to leave the camp.

A combination of the cffects of slow-
down rtactics, the apparently accidental
burning of the dining hall and charges
of uhm.lgu has prnducutl a near-chaotic
condition in the camp. Project work
has been virtually abandoned, and there
is a shorrage of labor fom cven necessary
maintenance work,  One-third of the
camp is nﬂiciull)' listed as not ,|\‘.Ii|.||l||.'

anuHr.ur'J on page §)

o evic

Indian Troops Refuse
To Fight Indonesians

- Moslem soldiers, according ro a stare-
ment in the Indonesian News Bulletin,
have refused to fight against the Indo-
nesiag pmplu and their Free Rvpuh“c
and have consequently been interncd by
the British Nlﬁ]ilary Police,

Thrﬂ,‘ Ar¢ N0 dcuil: about the action
of the Tndian soldiers. All cables from
Indonesia are censored by the Beitish
Military Command bue it is known that
feeling in India is very strong against
:h: .mploymm: nf Indian troops, and
leaders of all sections of the Indian peo.
pl., have protested their use

eritical of camp management.
The first

several campers

incident occurred when
serenaded  the camp
manager, R. A, Blackmer, on his birth-
day, December 8, Hardly had cthe group
finished singing an anti-censcription
song and "Happy Birthday,” than two
strangers  emerged  from  Blackmer's
quarters, carrying empty bottles. Ad-
vancing on the group threateningly
they were followed shortly by Black-
mer, Charles F. Thomas, the camp di-
rector, and two other camp officials,
They followed some of the mea into
the wash room where they subjected
them to a hu‘r.lg,-: of curses and slander-
@i cpithuh. ﬁmfd..'nl_\' Thomas Sprang
at Harper LeCompre, began pummelling
him with his fises, and one blaw Linded
solidly on LeCompre's jaw.,

Three days after chis incident, Rich-

taken o l.hnur ()n December 17 the
same thing happened to two more as=
signees, Harper LeCompre and James
Rabinson. When !hey nppnr:d before
Judge Symes, they heard the charges
agdinst them for the fire time—"vio-
lating the Selective Service Act by re-
fusing to work and failing to perform
assigned duries,”

All three campers had never refused
to work or failed to perform assigned
duties, and they had nor been notified
of being given RTWs.

The three men are now out on 2,500
bail each.

These

dents which have kept the Mancos camp

events are the latest of inci=

in considerable unrest since its opening
as the Brst government camp. Twice
pr!viﬂully J!“lg“ﬂ‘ h.'ld hl'i.‘" H:rllrk bv
s foreman who is still an emplayee. Mén
have been secretly charged with RTWs.
There have been charges that the men
have betn given inadequate medical
<are, of even refused the eare :hny
needed.

Committee Gets Report
Speetal te The C.O.

WASHINGTON, D, €. —Lewis Hill,
of the National Committee on Consci-
entious  Objeceors, stated  here  laat
month that the Committee’s report on
CO labor in mental hospitals had been
refereed to the Milicary Affairs Com-
mittee, and that Selective Service had
been called upon for a complete srace-
ment of their policy,

Danbury COs Strike
S,Drriaf ta The C.O.
DANBURY, Connecticut—Fourteen
Conserentious  Objectors  initiated 2
I:hr!n-d'.\y hunger strike here on Chrise-
mas Day in protest against the contine
ved imprisonment of all draft cases
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Mexicans S.tuck
Here for Winter

Contracts Provided for Return
But U.5., Employers
Fail to Act

By Warldover Press

The Mexican Minister  of Labor
visited ‘Washingeon the fine week of
December and conferred with top LLS.
government officials over what threatens
to become a major hotspot in US.-
Mexican relations.

Now held in this country in condi-
tions of virtwal peonage are 50,000
railway workers and another 4§ or 50.-
000 agriculeural workers, who came to
this country from Mexico under an

_agreement berween  the Mexican and
U.5. governments. Their contracts ex-
pired Ocrober 23, winter is here and
chey want to return home. Yot no real
action can be got from the US. gov-
crnment or U.S. employers,

At the present rate of return, only
s few thousandseach month, it will be
next  yoar before t]'u.'y are returned to
their homes.  Few of the men have ever
Geen north in the winter, and none have
adequate clothing. Out of their meager
savings, they cannor afford to buy coats
and shoes that will be useless when they
t(‘“"“ llﬂml.'.

Representatives of 7% workers in
Pennsylvania Railway Camp 337 at Bal-
timore came to Washingron the first
week in December to press their cuse.
In the 200 camps of the Pennsylvania
Railroad, the Mexican nationals have
already threatened o strike or take
ather forcible action to call attention to
their desperare plight.  The railway
workers have sent wires to E. B Milli-
man, President of the Maintenance of
Railway Employees, declaring theie soli-
darity with the U.S. union members on
che tracks: “We are against using us
for the purpose of beating down wage
seandards in this country.”” They have
Tikewise asked AFL and CIO national
leaders for help in getting tlm‘r con-
eracts fulfilled. ¥

The contraces provided for transpor-
cation from point of work in this coun-
tey to point of contracting in Mexico.
The railroads are not making good on
these contracts, though in several cases
railroad. companies have finally agreed
under pressure to send the men back to
the border. But they say they cannot
be responsible for transportation from
the border. Spokesmen for the men
pointed out that the situation was an-
vicipated last July and August but gov-
cenment agencies and the railroads made
no. preparations for the roturn of che
Mezxican workers.

To Raise
Food Fund

S.In'c‘lmf In The C.O.

/(CHICAGO — The University of
Chicago OSRD unit is promoting cal-
lection of a fund from men in Civilian
Public Service not only to help meet
the needs of starving people abroad, but
also to stimulate the church groups and
general public to similar acrion, it was
announced lasy manth,

It is fele thap men in CPS—with prac-
:i;nlly no income—can set A ﬂrikiug
example by raising a fund of $100,000
in the first year of peace, with a pledge
af one dollar a month and an extra ﬁflf
cents at Christmas, Pledge cards will be
distributed to all CPS units, an which
the man can designate the relief agency
to which he prefers to send his con-
srbation, The moncy will not be handled
&y the unit.

' - e

Sound Reasoning

Dr. . Robert Qppenbeimer, bead
man at the atom factory in Loy Ala-
wias, New Mevica, wai (,'Ho-'d'tl fl‘:‘ the
Washlugion Duily News fast snonth
as saying:

“14 iy very difficult for a man to
make bis life's work the mannfacture
of atom bombs when (a) he thinks
they'll never be used, and (b) that
they shanld wever be nied ™

Chaos Reigns
In CPS Camp

(Contitned from page 1)
for any sort of work, The majority of
the men who do work average only two
or three hours a day. :

Living conditions have deteriorated
even more seriously, There are no elec-
tric lighting of lwundey facilities and
only a few gas lanterns to go around.
Since the loss of the dining hall meals
have been prepared in a garage and eaten
out of mess kits, There is a likelihood
of a shortage of wood for heating despite
the fact thar the camp is in a heavily
wooded area. Onl)' wer and unseasoned
wood s available.

44 Protest Condition

In a lereer of protest recently sent to
5. B, Show, regional forester in San
Franeisco, forty-four assignees called at-
tention to these conditions, adding that
“the camp s dangerowsly isalated with
no telephone facilities even for emergen-
cies after 9 pn”  They concluded:

“We nfxl.- the immediate closing of
this camp and discharge of the assignees,
or asumption by the Forest Servico and
the Selectjve Scrvise System of their
rightful obligations under the law and
cegulation they are charged with ad-
ministering.”

A number of asignees have charged
that the Forest Service is in offect run-
ning a concentration camp.  They have
frequently called chis to the atrention
of local Forest Service personnel. George
Burger, project superintendent, recently
resigned, although he had  previously
stated to :rvur:? men that “vou will
crack before 1 do”

While camper resistance for the most
part is unnrpuiud, it is widwpmd and
finds expression in the slowdown, sing-
ing, marching and ather demonstrations
intended to demonstrate that "a con-
SCRIpTion Program can be made to col-
lapse s the result of imaginative re-
sistance.” Some of the men have ap-
plied the slowdown so effectively that
jobs which could. normally be done in
an hour or two have boen i!f-l_lu;w.| out
aver several weeks

The resistance to date has met with
considerable succss in H“il\}; the con-
ditions here to the attention of papers
in the state, although no action has
been taken by the Forest Service

FBI Called In

When the dining hall burned down,
charges of sabotage were made and the
FBI called in, the investigator inquiring
of the men whether chey belicved thar
"the camp would be moved if all the
huillling\ borned downi” Ne evidence
of purpnxdfu| destruction was found.

The mix-up regarding the eransfers
of the six men seemed to indicate con-
fusion in Selective Service since Imirie
and Kosch acted at croms-purposes and
appatently in ignorance of each other's
plam, Imirie in giving verbal assurances™
through the Narional Service Board and
the Friends Service Committee that four
of the men would be accepted and
Kosch in countermanding this assurance
after the men had eransferred.

Received
Anonygmously

No man is an istand, cutire of Haelf,

Every man is a picce af the continent,
@ part uf the main,

If a clod be washed away by the sea,

Enrope is the less, a well s if a
frromaniory were,

As well w if @ manor of thy friends
or of thine own were,

Any man'y death diminishes me, becanse
I am involved in mankind,

And therefore nover send to know for
whom the bell FON\, #

1t talls for thee, »

—Joln Do,

“Does 1t Matier?”

This is only part of a story. It is
only part of a story because some faces
have been ruthlessly, maliciously, and
illegally supressed! This is an unfinished
story, and yon may yer take part in
writing the rest of it

Yesterday, in an American concen-
tration camp, a man was struck. Did
vou feel the blow? Parr of mankind was
imprisoned today when anather man was
hauled off to jail. Do you call this man
who dies romorrow, "Brother?”

Today, December 11, 1945, an as-
signee engaged in “Work of National
Importance” was arrested, The charge?
I did not see the warrant. Neither did
the man taken into custody! “Does it
matter?”’ | don't know; ask the Amer-
icaps who are trying Geemans for arbi-
trary and illegal actions, Ask the Ger-
man anti-fascist whe was ﬂlcga"v’ ar-
rested and  pur away illegally.  Wair,
that's right,” he is dead and  people
weren't interested until after his death
and by that time questions weren't an=
swered. Let's ask Lowunlk:l‘g. if it mat-
ters; or better suill try a night in the
Durango jail or Dachau and then ask
vourself, “does it mateer,”

A reign of terror has descended wpon
the American concentration camp at
Mancos, Colorado. The bruralicy exhi-
bited by the concentration camp master
in striking an assignee on December 8
has been followed by the questionable,
areest of Lowenberg without a warrant
today.

Does this surprise? Do you start and
say, "if this goes on, . . ." Nonsense!
This has gone on and s guing on and
will, . . . Or will ie? This is where you
may begin to write. You can take an
active part in writing the resc of the
story, we are living,

Ask why an anignﬂ: is seruck ph}‘ﬁt.\ll

blows at Mancos. Ask th another as-
signee s arrested sans warrant. But don't
ask me. Ask your public servants, Col.
Kosch, Gen'l, Hershey, President Tru-
man, Ash concentration camp manager,
Thamn. or the federal marshal wha
couldn’t or wouldn't produce a warrant
They'll tell you. That is, they will if
they are still your servants. Dictator
Hitler wasn’t a public servant. He
wnuldn': answer, nor would Gmting,
nor Himmler. However, Our Servants
are honorable men, all honorable men,
Maybe you can answer, you af mankind,
Maybe in your heare you know the an-
swer, Did you stand silent the night
they arrested Him in  Jerusalem? Ace
you shouting, "Crucify Him, Crucify
Him,” to our civil authorities? Will
you, :lhu human beinﬁ. stand mute at
another Golgatha? Must blood fall upon
us and our children again and again,
through century upon century because
we will not help? Yes, fellow human,
m:lybe.- n your heart you know the an-
swer, Are you ready now to help finish
the story?

Subseribe to The C.O. for
vourself and vour friends

| Picket For
Amnesty

You Are Invited by
“Conscience' to Picket
President Truman at the
White House for Free-
dom of All War Objec-
tors in Prison.

CONTACT:

JULIUS EICHEL

769 St. Marks Avenue
Brooklyn, N. Y.
For Further Information or Send

Contributions for Amnesty
Effart.

pression for
cular interests.

All
should apply yesterday.

EX-CONS

FY

Former guests of the Federal
quire a group of their own to gain freedom of ex-
their peculiar views and parti-

Men who want to join a purely Social Group,
write Hal Lasky, giving their suggestions or
registering their names.
Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, N, Y.

Others having suggestions for new publicity
and action tactics for amnesty campaign send
them to Albon Man, 8676 191st Street, Hollis,
Hollis, Long Island, N. Y.

C.O's who have been

Palais ' re-

His address is 8415

“rehabilitated”




