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War Teaches Lesson of Disobedience, Writer Asserts

By Alex Comfori
(Reprinted from NOw)

The war is not over, but we can sce the end of it, Millions of citizens every-
where are looking for a repricve, Many of chem will get it. Secret diplomacy is con-
cocting the peace—we shall subscribe to it and be put back in our boxes. Intelligent
people debate whether we shall accupy Germany for five, fifty or five hundred years,
The intellectuals of the Allies seem to have been so far taken in by their own propa-
ganda thar they look at Germans shyly and are balf relieved to find that they have

no tails or harns. The most fantastic aspect about the impending peace will be the
tpeed with which the nonsense which it is a moral duty to believe in wartime will

be forgotten: its consequences, the material commitments undertaken under the
influence of the same nonsense, will not be so €asy 1o escape.

Few people can remember whar it was like to be sane, to live in a waorld where
one could nat earn a decoration for butchering a few thousand civilians, where a
good many npational heroes would have qualified for the gallows and the mental
hospital and where a single news bulletin of the present time would have produced
nation-wide nausea and vemiting.

This War Not Unique

This war has not been unique. Its Jesion is identical with the lesson of every

previous war, The record of it is the record of the incredible, somnambulant heroism

L] (Cantinned an page 6 4

Bishop Free After 1 2-Da)y Fast

Demobilization is Deferred
Buchenwald Yields 300 CO
Survivors, Document Shows

n} W’m‘fu'urrr Press
LONDON—Approximatcly 300 German religious objectors to Nazism and

Favorable Vote
Is Expected On
Winstead Bill

Measure Would Eliminate
Present Plan in Favor

of

By Max Pawl

WASHINGTON=—The House Mili-
tary Affairs Committee last month fa-
vorably reported out an amended Win-
rtead - Bill which would climinate the
present point system  for  demobilizing
Civilian Public Service (CPS) men in
faver of onc identical with that of the
army, severely curtailing CPS discharg-
es. Proponents of the measure, led by
Representative Arthur Winstead of Miss-
issippi, believe the bill will be phced an
the unanimous consent calendar for an
early favorable vote in the House

Meanwhile, Selective Service deferred
initiation of the paint discharge system
pending disposition of the legislation,

Under the Winstead Bill—the first
measure solely concerned with COs—
points for wives are climinated, number
of children eligible limited to three, and
8§51 points made necessary for discharge,
making it impossible for a CO to be
released on points since the highest pos-
sible scare which an assignee can achieve
under the army system is 84, It was ab-
served that even if the minimum were
lowered, few COs would be cligible.

The Bill i= not applicable 1o regular
physical or other discharges, nor to those
for reasons of hardship or overage, but,
il passed, would virtually climinate the

(Continued on page &)

A Nice Thing

YEditing a mewspaper is A mice
thing. If we publish jokes, peaple say
we are rattlebrained. 1f we dow't, we
are fossily, If we publish original mal-
ter, they say we don’l give them
enough selections. If we give them
enough selections, they say we are
too lazy to write. If wr remain al
the affice, we oughi to be out looking
Jor news items. 1f we go out, then

we are nol altending to business.”
—Kansas Herald, quoted
in Acumen

war were found

to have survived under the horrors of Buchenwald, and 28 maore

in Belwn, two of Germany's most notorious concentration camps, accarding to a

broadéast by Hr. Biorn Hallstram, Lon-
don editor of the Swedish dai]y. Svenska
Morgonbladet, following his discovery of
s document in the Buchenwald camp
shortly after liberation, Facts based on
the samec document were also released
:lwough d\e International Bible Students
Association (whese members are Jeho-
vah's Witnesses in the U. 5. and Britain).

Some “of the religious survivors, ac-
cording to the document, were arrested
and imprisoned as carly as 1234, shortly
after Hitler's rise to power., The greatest
wave of arrests began in 1936, and by
1937, the number of objectors, most of
them _lt'hovah'\ Witnesses, had reached
270, The highest figure of 450 was
reached late in 1938, accordiug to the
document. (Dr. Emil Maurer, district
chairman af the Socialist Party in pre=

belated repore in the British weekly, Peace News,
e 3

(London) that out of 6,000 inmates then
in the camp, about 1,200 were rtl'lsibull
Pﬂciﬁltl of the J w. uv;:t,)

“Onece,” Hr. Hallstrom said, “they
were going ta compel the Bible Students
to do military service, 1f they refused
they were to be shot as conscientious
bj Two 85 marched up
ready to fire. The prisoners calmly faced
the rifles, They refused unanimously to
fighe for the State which had taken
fram them the freedom of wmphip. The
rifles were lowered and instead of being
shot there was a further deterioration of
food and new ill-treatment.” Some of
the religious prisoners were later ¢x-
ecuted, Hr. Hallstrom added.

88 Men Turn CO!
In addition te Bible Students, Hr.
(Continnwed on page §)

Draft Referendum, Conscription
Abolition Sought by Legislators

Would Submit Question of
Compulsery Training to
People for Veote

WASHINGTON—A joint resolution
providing for a national referendum on
the question of universal peacerime con-
scription was introduced in the Senate
last month by Senatar Hugh Butler
(Rep,, N:b.).

In offering the measure, Sen. Butler
said he realized it would have the of-
fect of dehying action on legislarian
now under consideration by Congres-
sional cumm‘llttﬂ‘ but added that he
thought it was “generally agreed char
Congress will not act on these propo-
sals this year, anyway." He said the ref-
erendum would clear up many doubts in
the winds of Senators (‘.nnccrning (hg

(Continued on page §)

House Member Proposes
Nations Drop Policy of
Military Service

WASHINGTON—World-wide abali-
tion of compulsory military service was
called for last month by Representative
Joseph W. Martin, Jr., minority leader
af the House. He proposed that while an
international agreement to that end was
being sought, action be withheld on the
pending American universal training pro-
gram,

Mr. Martin’s resolution urged Pres-
ident Truman, James F. Byrnes, Secre-
tary of Sutc. and Edward H. Smliniu!,
Jr.. "to work increasingly for an im-
mediate international agreement where-
by compulsary military service shall be
whelly climinated from the policics and

(Continued on page 8)

Clark's Action
Is Taken After
Extended Delay

Absolutist TAc_uph Parole
Without Signing Papers;
Goes to Ceorgia

By Pu;\:rﬂenaun
Speclal to The C.O.

aniwr s of he Church af Christ, won
his freedom from the federal peniten-
tiary here last manth, climauing a 142-
day period of refusal to car or life a
finger to help the state :qnu:ript him.

He bad been kepr alive by force-feed-
ing of liquids, and it was uncertain how
much longer he would have survived.
Following his release, he went to the
Cooperative Co ity at Macedoni
Georgia, to recuperate.

Bishop accepted parole without sign-
an any papers or mikinﬂ any promises,
He intends to exercise complete freedom,
His release was finally effected thrnugh
favorable action taken by Arttorney Gen-
eral Tom Clark after months of delay.

During his three years and three
months in CPS detention eamps, jails and
prisons, Bishop came, through his words
and actions, to be a living symbol of
{T\‘('l{nm,

Inducted into CPS at Patapsco, Mary=
land, on 10-day notice, he sought a de-
ferment or an emergency furlouah o
settle his bookstore affairs in West New
York, N. . On Junc 26, 1942, he be-
gan to fast, drinking warer cm]y. until
the government either paid him for loss
of property, gave him maintenance and
a “fair salary for aceeprable work,” or
else released him altogecher. He told his
(‘ﬁn*(‘riplunr “To me the present choice
it worse than death,”

For three wecks Bishop continued to
waork in the kitchen, Then he was listed
as sick, but was not confined to bed.
Two weeks later Selective Service issued

(Continued on page 6)

€O Wins Reparole

Robert Currier, objector whase parole
was revoked in May because he mar-
ried withour waiting for the consent of
the U. §. Parole Board, was released from
the federal pcm'tenr'ury at Danbury,
Conn., last month on a reparale, which
expires in May, 1946, Hix qriaim] pa-
role: would have terminsted in Septem-
ber, this year,
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Asks Definition
Of Peace Terms

‘Senator Urges President to
Define “Unconditional
Surrender”

WASHINGTON=—=Senator Wallage H.
White {Rep., Me) urged the President
from the floor of the Senate st month
to define the terms of *unconditional
surrender” to the Japanese people.

Sen. White pointed out that the Pres-
ident had said char “unconditional sur-
render does not mean the extermina-
tion or the cnslavement of . the Japanese
rmplu," but that neicher the American
nor the Japanese ;\mplr had been, in=
formed in any degail what such surrender
wauld entails :

“Unconditjonal surrender does net in-

valve the destruction of the home or
family life of the Japanese, interfers
enge with the religions beliefs of the
people, abandonment of it agri(.‘ﬂl'lnrd'
aghivitics and its other peageful indus-
tries, and the loss thereby of the liveli-
hood of the millions of peaple of the
Japancse Empire,” he said.
“ e ois my belief thar the President
af the Umted Srates should make as
explicit_a statement of this coneept of
“uncondipional surrender’ a3 present cir-
cumstances "'\l'"“[ g‘ll;ll a |:|m|'lﬂx:.'ltl'(m
by the Prosident, when made known to
:h ‘]aplnexc authorities and peuplu. P
might bring the restoration of peace, and
might, rosuls in the saving of the lives
of thousands of America’y sons”

Hidler
Echoo

Special ta The C.O,

BUCKLEY, . Washom=An iy
the Des Moines, Tows, Tribune which
quares \‘lw n]ainiun\ of a widuly k-\uwu
public figure wha urged peacetime com-
puliary military traiming  training  has
heen usedd for a flyer recently released
by Civilisn Public Service Camp No.
ne.

The t.weuh emphasizes the interest the
state has in its citizens’ health, The need
dor self preservation in the event of a
coming  war s w:'ml'ud up, tn,;uhcr
with the idea that the army educares its
men “ta be reliable, decent members of
the community.”

The editarial concludes thar these ar-
puments  were voiced l1y Adolf Hitler
in |\j| “’l'i'.i"“l -\"d ware u“.'i.’ SUCCORK=
fully in introducing peicetime compul-
sory mulitary training in Germany.

CPS Camp No. 25 reports that over
a thousand q:nl\iuu of the flyer have been
distribured, and that orders for them
bave been coming in faster than they
could bhe filled, Furche infnmm]iu"
about them ean be obtained from the
J\‘\“-Lullhl'l'ipliull Committee, Box 431,
Buckley, Washington,

Sentence Suspended

ASHYILLE, N. Co=Joe Felmer, wlio
served 4 term in.prison as a4 conscientious
u'i stoi, wis givrn a \||\|1|'|||.|ud sentence
‘“' '1.'"LI,' Fu"nwinu ||i’ ﬂ"\.'l““‘ cons
vicrion, The courr decreed that he serve
in_a hospital and he is employed by the
Highland Haospital here,

v Pin-Up_Girl
- Is Holding; the Fort

Marnoned In Cr8-—val wo'ra rir-
P orvleE on nt home | far_ m

hatlar hul(' liad Falled un her
i wieavah o halp giva van n hoel-
nindry Eervie
L ml AShilapd 4-7340
# precinle fienring from wop!

‘A C.0. LAUNDRYMAN
. HOW [N CPS,
_Eulnn Madel Hand Laundry
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Objectors in South Strike as
Warden Keeps Races Separate

By Irving Ravin
Spectal to The €. O,

ASHLAND, Ky —Continuing the action trend of €Os in federal prison, 14

men recently refused to eat in tha myogmud dining hall ar the Ashland, Kentu

Federal Correctional Institution,

The strike started when eight walkouts from Germfask CPS camp, who were

still in quaranting, rempined away from
the dining room. They wore Alfred Par-
tridge, George Yamada, Morris Hore-
witz, Jason Hopking, John Neubrand,
Arden Bode, Redney Owen, and Bjorn
Eikeem. They were joined, several days
later by Bayard Rustin, Bill Fogarey, Ar-
nald  Satterthwaite, Bill Hefner, and
twa Negro non=Gos, l’lli“iﬁ Brooks and
Charles Hall, who were transferved to
other prisons the following week.

The men involved did not refuse to
work, as had been the policy in other
prison demonstrations against Jim Crow,
Imu:m.l, Ll\:y cnmimwd to, work but re-
mained away from the dining hall, most
of them trying to subsist on $10.00
worth of crackers, candy, peanuts, and
fruie available through the prisan com-
MissAry.

Bayard Rustin and Arnold Satters
thwaite were fasting mmpiduly.

y All Segregated

Called before the prison disciplinary
committee, all were placed in segrega-
tion for breaking «che “institution rule”
of not going to the dining hall, This rule
was unhesrd of before, with one CO
now teleased even having been fed for
seven months in the hospital kitchen
‘when he refused to eat in the regular
segregated setup.

In theip statement to James Vi, Ben-
natt, Director of the Federal Bureau of
Prisons, the men said “Tt is . . . impos-
sible , . . to continue cating in the din-

regation is impased. n dis=
cussing the matter with Warden Hager-
man, have asked for a dime or place
where  Negroes and . nonsNegroes  may
eat at intereacial ahles if they desire to
do so. We have not requested that any
prejudiced  Negro  or  non-Negro  be

forced to eat with the unprejudiced Ne-

gro or nqn-Nr.'Rro agunst llis will TR}
The Warden has stated that he daes nat
contemplate making any L'hxlng;‘t."

According ta an inmate, the adminis-
tration has given three reasens for not
providing an interracial cating place,

“Flesk, this is & Southern institution
and must conform to the sutrounding
social pattern. Second, the plan would
see o precedent for men from different
]mu*«ing units u.ltillg I.ﬂgr':llm‘. and men
are ﬁ\ll' it \‘.Irinu\ l.lllilh o kl.'l!r| Ll‘\.‘l“
separate from other men, Third, having
1 short line in addition to the main line
would be wo difficult an administrative
|‘I’u|lh‘rn.

“These poines haye not been conyines
ing to the COx,™ the nmate said, “"Fiese,
more than half the populition s now
made up of JWs (most of whom are
from the North). Negroes, and COs,
Th\l'l ! \“'l||u “'IJ"‘“]'I:\ are i"ﬂll,".inﬂ
their will an this other grown which
want ta eat intefracially. Also, the sports
program, education, cte, here are inter-
eacial, thus nor  confarming o the
.‘jmlllwrn pattarn. h'-u:und. such a preces
dent has .:hw:.l\fly been set by the vepe-
tatian table, and more impartant, the
Y-hour vard period in the evening allows
any man fo spend time with any other
man, and in 3 much better environment
than the dining reom. Thied, trays could
be potten on the main line, and those
wha desired could repair ta the Educa-
tion. Department or a recreation  hall
and have cheie separate; non-segrogated
L“niuu-mum\"

The Ashland ‘protest is the latest in
the sorios of actions against the Jim
Crow eating arrangement in federal pri-
konk, 1n the st diniu“ hall H.‘grﬂ:.n‘inn
bas been eliminated ar the Federal De-

tention Headquarters in New York Civy,
and at the Federal Corecetional Institu-
tion at [);mhucy. Conn,, aftee inmates
striles antl pressure by sympathizers out-
side of prison. Other protests have taken
place in fedural prisons at Luwi?hﬂl’ﬂv
P'a; Milan, Mich, and Tugson, Ariz.
Negra papers have shown considerable
intergst in the Ashland strike. Stories
have appeared in People's Voice, Pitts-
burgh Courier, and Amsterdam News.
The strike is vhe fisst major €O action
against Jim Crow in a southern prison,

Justice Dept. Drops
Charges Against CO
Special to The C.0.

MANGOS, Col.—He sang while he
worked—Dbut 1 man cannot be thrown
in jail for that,

Such was the ruling of the Depart-
ment of Justice last month when it 'nd-
ministratively  quashed  charges, against
Trank “The Singer™ Ficlding, CPS as=
signee here,

Ficlding was arresged i May and
charged  with refusing to work and
“negligence in the performance of his
dugies”™ after he had become a source of
annoyanee to camp and government of-
ficials on the project through a program
of loud singing on the job. His general
theme, campers said, was: “This s a

slave ca

terven 1 - Prob -
mittee after Frieda Lazarus, the Com-
mittee's chairman, obtained and  sub-
mitted to the Department a petition
signed by 6F assignees here certifying
that Fielding, despite his vocal efforts,
was a diligent worker up to the day of
his_arrest. h

Fielding, who had Feen out on bail,
was ordered back to eamp.

Bailey is Transferred
for Refusing to Work
Speciul to The C.0O.

SPRINGFIELD, Mo.—Agard Hyde
Bailey was transferved lase month from
9 building in the Medical Center for fed-
eral prisoners here to 10 building cell
unit which has housed Stanley Murphy
and Lou Taylor. The transfer came
after he notificd officers of the Mdical
Center that he would do no more work
for the rest of his time. y

Bailey, who was given a four year
sentence in November of 1942, was re-
leased under 8641 early in November of
1943 1o the camp at Mancos—the anly
€0 reloased under 8841 prior to the re-
vidion of this porole. In November of
1944 he vied with the administracion
at Mancos over work policies and was
RTW befare he decided w0 apply for
return to prison, He was returned to
Springfield in January of this year and
notified that he would get no credic for
any good time including the camp goad
time he had carned during his firse trip
L0 Epringl'}ﬂd.

—_—
“Peace Caravans'' to Tour
By Religions: News Service

PHILADELPHIA=Students from 16
calleges and universities in 12 states and
Mexico will travel this summer in “peace
caravaps,”’ spamsored by che Amer
Friends Service Committee, They will
work on peage education in Missouri,
lowa, Obig, Michigan, Pepnsylvania,
and New York,

Requests 1AQ;
Gets Arrested

S5 Handling of Case Is
Called Characteristic of
“Confused Policy”

The ease of a conscigntious objector in
Civilian Public Service who sought a
transfer 1o whe Army Medical Corps and
wound up being arrested  for rufusinx
to transfer to a defunct camp, last
month focused attention on the “con=
fused policy”  characterizing Selective
Service handling of individual cases
within C€PS,

John Perer Stevenson. 17, who pleaded
not gui[ry at Jamestown, N, Y. Inte last
manth, filed application for reclassifica-
tion into 1AQ in August, last year, after
twa and o half years in CPS—in Werner,
M. H.: Oakland, Marylind, and  Big
Flars, N. Y.

Ordered Translerred

Afwer the army rejected  him on
physical grounds, Stevensen placed him-
self under the care of a physician for
treatment of a nose condition bur was
rejected a second time last March. When,
4 month later, he received an application
for voluntary enlistment in the army,
Seevensen refused to sign it in the belief
his ease was before the Local Board in
Elmirs and would be passed on in the
routing manncr. Despite his renunciation
of hiv 4E position, Selective Seivice re-
taliated in May with an order to transfer
to the Germiask government-aperated
pupishment camp, but Stevensen refused
and again requested a physical on the
grouudn he no [un“et‘ wmidcml hinmlf
a 4E. Mis arrest was delayed until Jase
month, althaugh the Germfask camp was
closed June 1 and 55 regulations were
revised to provide for ehe discharge of
P8 men who apply for army dut 3

The €O DProblems Committee, which
is handling the case, deelared in a lerter
to Col. Siman . Dunkle of 88 that since
the army is no longer calling men in
Stevensen's age group, "prosecuting him
for failure 1o rransfer to another camp,
espacially sinee he renounced his 4E
position, scems a matter of confused
paliey,”

“Mr. Stevemwen requested work in the
medical corps aof the AFMY one year ago
at a time when the war in Europe was
ar its height,” the Committee said in a
leteer signed by Frieda Lazarus, chairs
man. “His request for reclasification was
made in ol sincerity and he did nat
a|1liri§\.|lo r\'i\'L'llun."

Srevensen said he had taken up his
case with legal advisars of the National
Commitiee on Consgientious Objectors
and the American Liberties Union,
but that neither organization offered him
any Cencouragement.”

Mon-Cooperator In Army
Gets Reduced Sentence
|"'|N..I\”H.P]‘|!A—--’\L‘L‘(Irdi“ﬁ to In=

formation, word was reecived here last
month that the sentence of Quentin
Stadola, former CPS  (Civilian  Public
Service) man who v the Army Disci-
||]1mwy Barracks at Fe. Missoula, Mont.,
for refusing to participate in the army
training and duties assigned to him afrer
he joined the Army Medical Corps; has
been reduced to five years. He is hoping
for clemency in the form of a transfer
back ta CPS,

The Chaplain at the Fore had this to
sy anl.ll’ him: "He teéaches in my Edu-
cational Department and 1 know him
quite well and am very appreciative of
him and of the principles for which he
stanes, He is daing nice work in behalf
of aur uhicrlh'c in education,”

Subseribe to The C.0. for
yourself and your friends
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Postwar Draft ¥y

As was expected, the House commit-
tee which held hearings on peacetime
conscription, has issued a report signed
by 16 of its. 22 members layom the
idea of compulsory military eraTaing:
Obscrvers now cxpeet a bitter congres
sional batele over the issue in the Fall.

The hearings served the purpose of
revealing clearly just who wants peace-
time conscription.  The  proponents
turned out to be with few exceptions a
combine of big business interests and
Army and Navy brass hats. The cyni-
cism which they expréssed is an ominous
comment on our country’s alleged war
aims of freedom and the destruction of
totalitarianism.

No one now should be caught nap-
ping by this measure, As the New York-
er’s sage commentator Mr. E. B. White
recently put it “Conseripting American
youth in peace time is the most revolu-
tionary domestic idea thar has ever
been praposed in the United Srares.” Mr,
White for one sces the implications:
“An Amecrican conscript army, in peace-
time, would be 2 contradiction in terms;
it.would advertise a national desperation
and it would build into the nation the
thing the nation has twice taken up
arms to lick.”

The mest dangerous resule of peace-
time conseription would be its effect an
the mational character, Tt is impossible
to take evory able-bodied young man
and make him a part of a maw ma-
chine which demands only unqunliﬁed
obedience and uniformity of behavior
without injuring the American instinct
for tolerance, individual initiative and
demoeracy. The result might be some
time in |h0winK itself, but it would be
there, By adopting such a measure this
countty would have begun on the long
road which leads to M;imontuion. per-
manent militarism and finally national
debility.

As we approach this fork in the road
which may determine the direction in
which this nation will go for many
years, we would do well ro ponder the
words of a srudent of the militarism of
Germany before the last war: “Every
man who acquirss the ideals and acci-
tud's of the soldier in his youth is one
mare warrior lose for the battles of the
spine,”

laws of God, can bring forth only one

. .
Bishop Wins

Corbere Bishop has juse won his un-
conditional release from the federal pri-
son at Milan, Michigan, after a 142-day
fast protesting his imprisonment. The
victory is not mercly a personal one.

What lies behind Bishop's triumph
avershadows any petey qun::ion of por-
sonality or Bishop's individual griev-
snce. Non-violent resistance, applied in
a small sphere today, tomorrow can be
the bright, strong means of defeating—
without war—imperial oppression and
aggression chroughout the world,

[t is ironical that those nations which
wete the arch-advocates of militarism in
this war may conccivably have thrust
upon them the great role of championing
non-violence in the post-war waorld,
Completely and effectively disarmed,
these defeated nations will have no ather
means of resistance available to them.

The theee great powers may thus seill
learn that milicary might s not the anly
weapon that shall derermine the shape
of things to come, and non-violence, by
ameliorating the evils and injustices in
the backwash of the war now conclud-
ing, may prove a vital sabilizing force
in the long years of adjusement directly
ahead.

Corbet Bighop is a forerunner.

The Job Ahead

(This editorial by Ron Howell Ir re-
printed from The Bulletin of the Chris-
Han Pacifist Society of New Zealand.)

The old men of parliament and con-
gress and wvi"' Pmcud ntﬂdily and de-
liberately to sow seeds which, according
to all the lessons of history and all the

63 Nisei Objectors Seek Right
To Review; ACLU Files Petition

LOS ANGELES—Draft objectors should be able to test their status in court
without having to join the army and run the risk of court martial, wu‘r\:‘ling to a
petition for a U. 5. Supreme Court rehearing filed lase month by A. L. Wirin, coun-
sel for the Southern California branch of the Civil Liberties Union, acting as. per-

sonal ateorney for Japanese-Americans.

Wirin urged the Supreme Court to
reverse its ruling that the courts cannot
review a Selective Service draft order
unless the person recciving the order
complies with it and enters the army.
He held that a sincere religious or po-
litical objector is now prevented “from
obtaining judicial review unless he is
willing to submit himself to the army,
where he would face the ignominy and
contempt of military men and court
martial, which may result in unlimited
imprisonment or cven a sentence of
death.”

The rehearing petition was. filed by
Wirin after the Suprome Court had re-
fused to hear the appeal of Minols
Tamesa and 62 other Japanese-Ameri-
cans sentenced to three years for refus-
ing to.be drafted out of the relocation
center at Heart Mountain, Wyo. The
Japaneu-g\.murimlm maintained at their
trisl and on appeal that since they were
virtually prisoners of war, dorained by
force in concentration camps, they were
not free persons within the provisions of
the drafe law, and hence not subject to
army service. The Supreme Court pre-
sumably refused to hear their appral be-
cause they had not first complied with
the drafr orders. &

Decision Appealed

A similar case involving 96 Nisei held
at the Poston, Ariz, relocation center
was recently heard before Federal Judge
Dave Ling at Phoenix, Ariz., and re-

Fvegt=s=3 L
and bitterness, of struggle and of war,
a harvest of neat white crosies for my
daughter and your son and their Russian
and American and European and Orien=
tal brothers and sisters.

In 1918 we remembered the unknown
soldier and erected our monuments—we
fargot the unknown baby and created
our edifice on revenge and rnparanionn.
We said that “justice” demanded an eye
for an eye—we would not forgive our
enemies, and for such criminal folly and
blindness the babies of those years have
now paid the price,

The past five years have brought ta
pacifists several major tasks, We have
been called upon to probe below the
surface causes of the present war, to
witness in the name of Christ againsc
war in general and against this war in
particular, we have had to fight a battle
for freedom—a battle centered mainly
around the wrongful imprisonment of
Conscientious Objectors.

If the pacifists of the world could
give, during peace time, to the cause of
preventing war, the same amount of
energy, thought and self-sacrifice as
they display in resistance to war once it
has come upen us, they might well make
war imponib!r:.

1: i und:rntindlbl: that over th: pnt
few years we have baen conscious of
our “otherness.” In a world committed
to total war the pacifist cannot feel at
home. But we Christian pacifists are not
alone in our desire to build a warless
world, and we do well to seek every
possible opportunity of discussing with
men of goodwill the problems which are
our common concern. With our churches,
our trade unium. our social groups,
the tide of opinion is turning—men are
not nearly so sure that a military vie-
tory will guarantee peace and goodwill.
Let us strive to make common ground
with such Eroups.

Then when it comes to questions of
reparations, of national boundaries, of
controlling “enemy™ countries, of post-
war armaments, and so an, the pacifisc

. in the im of W ively |
mild 'unnvyhmntwm on three de lﬂ%

ants, in order to provide rest cases. At-
torney Wirin is appealing. The majority
of the defendants and applied for repa-
triation to Japan prior te their classifica-
tion in the draft. A number of similar
cases from the Tule Lake segregation
center of allegedly disloyal Japanese-
Americans came before Federal Judge
Louis Goodman in San Francisco recent-
ly. He dismissed the charges on the
ground that such persons imprisoned in
relocation centers are not subject to the
drafe.

The decision of the Supreme Court on
the petition for rehearing is expected to
affect not only the Japanese-Americans
but a number of religious objectors in=
ducted into the army by force and
court-martialed for refusal to obey or-
ders, In the Billings ease in 1944 che Su-
preme Court held that an objector in-
ducted by force but refusing to take the
oath was entitled to judicial review. Bur,

should be able to make a clearer judg-
ment because he has read more widely
and has out-thoughe his fellows—be-
cause he has faced, mot some, but all
the facts, and has not shut his eyes to
the supreme fact—of God,

Unless upitill':m makes way for some
system of co-operation and brotherhood,
unless international trade rivalries give
way to a rational exchange of surplus
goods, unless vanquished as well as vie-
tors find themselves respected units in
tl\e fnmily of nations, unlcu hntud ﬂ\d
bitterness of these war years is swal-
lowed up by a common repentance, and
a great manifestation of forgiveness,
mercy and love—then turn aside and
“kiss your babies farewell for upon their
foreheads is the mark of death.”

Herein lies the major task of the
Christian pacifist in the immediate fu-
ture, we suggest. Not to seck separate-
ness and isolation but to seize every
opportunity in Church and social life,
in individual contacts, from platform
and pulpit, to urge that way which has
been likened to building upon a rock.

according to the ACLU, the lower courts
have ignored this decision in at loast two
recent cases.

Two-Edged Sword

Shooting "war ecriminals” s not
shooting a pbilosapby,” maintains a
serviceman writing to the edifor of
the Des Moines, lowa, Register) These
men are condemned for tiinking they
were vight, but so could Germany and
Japan “also condemn General Eisen-
bower, General Doalittle or Admiral
Nimitz for destroying fheir conn-
tries.® The important thing, be con-
cludes, is thal the philosophy of Na-
zism should be veplaced with a new
ane,

Civil Service Heads
Seek Hospital Probe

POUGHKEEPSIE, N. Y.—Heads of
two State civil service organizations said
they would request a “ecomplete investi-
uuion" of pgrmnm:l administration at
the Hudson River State Hospital here,
as a resule of statements aceribuced o
Dr. John R. Ross, the superintendent,
by Mss. Eleanor Roosevelt,

Mrs. Roosevelt in her newspaper col-
umn reported that Dr. Ross said con-
scientious objectors working at the hos-
piti' had raised the stan nn;l of care
and had been of “tremendous Imlp in

disclojing  ¢ertain _practices hich . ex-
it Tt R R

fore could get any real evidence.”

Four attendants were dismissed lase
month by Dr. Ross following testimony
by the conscientious objectors that the
attendants had abused patients.

Deny Isely's Application

For Probation Transfer

Special to The C.0,

SALEM, Oregon—Philip Iscly, re-
leased from MeNeil Island prison recent-
ly, received word a week later from the
Los Angeles probation office that his ap-
plication for transfer to that districe
had been denied. He had expected to
work for the Socialise Party in Los An-
geles as manager of the Commonwealth
Bookshop, following his release to his
parents home here,

Isely stated that he would continue to
oppose regulations which denied him fres
cheice of occupation.

Walkouts at Milan Jail
After 17 Months' Wait

MILAN, Mich—Wally Nelson and
Joe Guinn, Civilian Public Service walk-
outs, arrived at the federal penitentiary
here last month from Cleveland, whers
they spent 17 months in the Cuyshoga
County jail awaiting a decision on their
appeal, Tt was denied, According to The
Grapevine, at least a year of the 17
months will not count on their sen-
tencos,

The objectors are said to have been
segregated here as o resule of their re-
fusal to observe the Jim Crow regula-
tiond in the prison diniag hall.

Must We Let the Int.
Bankers Force Permenant
Conscription Upon Us?
Urge Congress to lusus
Constitutional - Money!

For [nformation write
MONEYRIGHT PARTY
800 Channing Ave, Palo Alto,

New York 1, N Y.

Callf,
or
116 Breadway
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Withdrawal Of
Friends Urged

} e o

| Hespital, Schoal Unhits
Say AFSC Diraction

| Forces Compromise

|

| S[\'r'rfnl' to The C.O.

WILLIAMSBURG, Va—Twenty-one
members of the Fastern State Mental
Hospital here, recently signed a petition
wrging the American Friends Service
Committee to withdraw its sponsorship
of  this unit.

The petition said, in part, “The Friends
CPS administration, in our eyes, hag been
reduced to the role of an agency 'of
Scleetive Service and compelled to ac-
wept canditions and standards which vio-
late traditional Friends testimony. “We
feel that the Friends can no longer con-
ginue in this relationship without dam-
age 1o their rnlininu'c inh‘xril)’.

“Withderawal of Friends spongorship
from this unit appears 1o us s an op-
portunity which should nor be allowed
to pass, It would demonstrate the will-
inpnes of Friends €PS to take at least
a concrote step toward affirming  thoir
woncern for the individual values ‘which
Thave been increasingly disregarded in the
present program,”

Ten of the 16 men at the New Lis-
hon, N. J.. training school CPS unit
have petitioned the Friends to withdraw
their sponsorship of that unir,

SS Postpones

Demobilization

" (Continned from page 1)
group of 800 to 200 men scheduled o
be eliased on points during the firs
year, - A

In lmmducing the bill, Winstead em-
phasized those aspects of the €PS plan
Te thoughe more liberal than the army
system, three points for wives,unlimited
children, no minimum score.

“If  Selective Service follows this
plan,” he” declared, it will *be one of
the mast demoralizing  blows to  this
country and to the men in service we
have had during the entire war. If the
consciEntious nbiuctur\ are  tonsclon-
dlovs, they will not want advantages
aver the fighting men.”

The American l.cxinn. Veterans of
Torcign Wars, Cutholic War Veterting,
Jewish War Veterans and the War Duds
have serangly protested the partial de-
mabilization of CP5 men under the
presont |'||.|n.

Velernnz Protest
By Religibns” News® Service
WASHINGTON, D, €.—The Vot-
crans of I"urcl'an Wairs have iwued 2

atatement here (}umlm\iru; the decision '
of

of the director of Selective Service to re-
tirn :umui:minm ubiccthl‘n to ci\l.'min
atares ander & point system 'designed for
discharge of members of the armed
forves.

In a lereer ro Selecrive Service Dircet-
of Lewis B l-lntshey. llnlf!li‘.'n W. Chnnon,
jodge advocate general of rhe veterans'
otganization, “asked that the Selective
Sérvice directive for release of COy un-
der thar agency's jurisdiction be with-
diawn and nething of similar character
amurd until the war ends.

Canmon snid the Vererany of Foreign
“Wars acred to prevent objeceors from
'"‘h‘n'ms a head start over those remain-
ing in wilitary or naval serviee” Yin
prelétential adjustment back o private
life. The objectars to sérvice W the
armed forces “do not deserve or merit
ihis prcfrn!n:c"' he dc:lund,

! <uhseribe to' The C.0. for
|, yourself and your friends

L Fraternization

l Ammon Hennacy delivers a copy
af The C.O, to vach barrack in the
CGierman  prisoner=of-war camfp wear
his bome in Albuqurque, N. M,

The German  prisoners, Hownaey
reports, put out a paper uf their own.
In & recent issne, they van w picture
of Tolstoy and a short sketch of bis

| life and works.

Killer Can’t
; -

Do It Again

MlNNEAl'O[.lSl Minn,—When Chas.
E. Humphrey was arrsigned for refusal
to enter the armed services, he gave as
his rexson the facr that 19 years ago
he had been sentenced for l\i"ln;: an=
other youth in 1 fighe,

He said he was sentenced on a man-

slaug chirge for the 1926 slaying

Disobedience
(Continued from page 1)

of the peoples of ‘borh sides, and the
bcyﬂu"()" mrr\lpthn and' ':din:!y of their
governiments. The outcome of it has
been the same ‘buteome as in every pre-
vious ‘war—the proples have lost ir
Every saerifice made in It iv furile, every
civaeion of the \.-rwmy'l I-.-rmnllty i made
to' justify the adoption of similar bru-
ality. Mo matter what extermal  sem-
blance of justice a war may bear in its
first days, these canclusions are the in-
cluctible redult of the abandonment of
personil responsibility. One is tempted
to say—"Learn them—remember them
—yuu'wi". need to know them ngnin. as
they are your only lootrule,” It will
be g new’ just chuse next time and when
they begin to say, “look, injustice™ you
must réply, “whom do you want me to
killz*

Yer the war has been unique in one
respect, [t has shown as never before
that Society is the enemy of men—not
one society, capitalist or socialist, but
all sociery, and that in peace as in' war
the nniy final \mfcgu.lrd of freedom is
the willingness of the individual to dis-
obl.')*. Faseism may  or mn-y‘ not have
been descroved, but it i becoming
abundanely Elear that che partisan in
peace will "have ' the same role a5 the
partisan in war, Socicty is rooted totday
in obedience, confarmity, conseviption,
and the stage hay been reached at which,
in order to live, you have to be an
enemy of socicty, The giant enemy of
the next ten years will not be a cluss
but sociery. The choice is nor berween
socialism and fascism but between life
and obedience, Ewry ntm:iry uf thr
war was the dircer consequence of
!-ulm.'body uboyin;; when he should have
thought. We have to learn the lesson of
resistance, evasion, disappearance, which
the occupation taught the people of
Feanee. Our own BOVErAMEnt, if i

‘wants to make butchirs or bamber pi-

lots of our children, is as much our
endmy as the Germany ever wire, We
have to urlearn whac “we  hitve  been
l.lunlll‘—it may be clniging thp grﬂumn,
but if the eolumn is going to Lidice via
Hamburg, then we do better in dodging
it than obeying.
Persunded to Acquivace

fWh#l\ the dfd'ili'.il‘y man acquicsces in
war, |he dées so because he has Been per-
sunded ‘tharthe iy defedding  himéelf—
and in doingso he fails to recognize the
uegent need to defend his home, his per-
son and his family against his own gov-
eritment, It s difficult to see what
worse ‘impositions the "enemy” eould
malee ‘thian those which are made by his
self-seyled and sélf-appointed defenders
—to u!pm‘m"him‘ 'l'or‘cilily and for years
from his fumily, compel his wife to
worll in licavy industry for the commer.

cial ‘profic of its proprictors, remove his |

childron or permit them to grow up
as illiterate savages, employ him in in-
termindble forcign campaigns where he
will have the bpportunity of encounter-
ing cvery physical and mental torment,
or i ‘interventionist ‘advenrures againse
the ‘workers of other countries, and re-
turn him home, if he ‘is ‘fortunare, to
an“old ‘wife and ehildren he' his never
soon, “pritileged o ifthabic some sorc of
shack, if he can dfford it. "But the ene-
my would torture or imiprisan him , , .
Cenoeptions of torrure vitry. They would
nat tortdre Wim # he obeyed them, and

and served five years before being pa-

roled.
"I am a consclentibus objector,” he

sald, “becaise T cannor kill again.™

what would his own government do if
he were ta dimbuy? “He will b ﬁghrlng
for his childeen's freedom . . " To o
through the same bloady swindle in
twenty vears? To rot for peaple so nuga-
tory that they mistake an operatic acti-
tude’ like Unecondivional Surrender for a
policy, so fatusus even in their own
dirty work that every specch they make
is a direct encouragement to the enemy
o go on fighting, moral and intellecrual
|'|4|ﬂ|.||:l'l'1 WE“' cannor even f\\'ognilf lh"
lies ¢hey tell for their own ends? When
o govérnment intends war, then the at-
titude of the ordinary man who lives in
its jurisdiction must be the same as it
Wnl.lm t"h' towards a fun'lgn i|1\'.1\l\-|',
Both are his enemies,

«+ . i Can Be Done

The Maquis of the war may allow
themsélves to be reabsorbed inea the
structure of citizenship, We will be the
Maquh of the peace. Thcy have shown
us that it can be done—that we can
keep the dhell of saciery while devouring
its heart and dndermining it ryranny.
Our only weapon is responsibility. Mur-
der and sabotage are not respomsible
weapons—they ‘are the actions of ‘des-
perate non or imbeciles, W see drine
rate 'men, but nat imi )
refuse to drive on the lett hana s
of the road, or tosubscribe to national
health insurance, The sphere ar dis-
obedience is limited ta the are
which society exceeds its powers and its
usefulness, The chief of these excesses,
the most impertinent and insupportable,
is conseription. Tt is alsa the easiest to
defy. 1 beliove thar in the interval of
exhaustion which elapses berween this
war and the next we can so undermine
that calf-like abedience which made pos-
sible 1914 and 1939 rhat when next
the irresponsibles try to make it bear
their weight it will precipitate them in-
to the filth where they deserve to be,
F.\?tr}'om: w‘hu ntétmpt: to make war,
or to make the peaples acquiesee in war,

19483, The AFSC told Bishop it had asleed

Bishop is Freed
Following Fast

(Continued from page 1)

an ultimatum to him te rerurn to work
—ditchdigging. By superhuman effore he
worked for four days before being ra-
jected by the projece leader,

Two days later, on August 9, he
broke his 44 d.'ly fast, his wrixht hzvinx
fallen from 173 to less than 129 pqmudl,
Shortly afterwards he was transferred
to West Campton, N, H.

At West Campron, Bishop started give
vu\)t |||c'.1||:hm' r||mh|t|'um aimcd at  war
and compulsory service. Sometimes the
“"company” men showed their respect
for fréedom of speech by shuffling cheir
feet and rattling dishes,

To the defenders of CPS he gave the
words of L. Stanley Joues: “Let anyone
be saturated with the thought of the
Sermon on lh(' Mount and he wiu not
only not try to argue a man into slave-
vy, but he will not fest until cvery man
i free, im.‘lulling himself.”

On February 11, 1943, Bishop under-
took a fast simultancous with the 21
day fast of Gandhi for Indian freedom.
Bishop added that his own fast was also
in suppore of those in the United Seates
who were restrained, interned of im-
prisoned beeause of race, ereed, color or
nationa) origin, Taking warer only, Bi-
shop remained at work through the thres
week period,

Protests Peonage

He joined E. Myron Marks, Jr.. alio
at West Campeon, in o fast bogon June
19, 1943, In protest against the AFSC,
the NSBRO and Selective Service for
“introducing and maintaining  peonags
and involuntary  séevirude” " Assign
are tequired 10 work for the Unis
States Government  withour é8mpensa-

ton, in vialarion of rheir constitylgnal

and moral “rights
g .

- flew

Thic i CPS fast ended with an oe-
der randfer him ro the govirnment
camp at Mancos, Colorado, an Jil- 7,
etive Service ta femove him from
its camps. Bishop Wad previously cefured
to write on a ballor that e desired 1o
(Conitinued on page §)

after that, Bue they are learning the les-
song of the war, nor unique lessons, but
a5 old as humanity, the lessons of re-
sponsibilicy and disobedienee,

Half-Time Stenographer

M!m‘ Oranieation  posds & atrenographls

i as much our enemy as the Germans,
We must remember that, and direct our-
selves accordingly. Up till now, it has
been an article of pride among English
I\(,ll‘:it:hlm that the public would shove
its Nead Into any old noose they mighe
show it—unflinching steadfase patriot-
ism, unshakeable morale—aobedicnce,
and an dbsence of direct action, When
enough ‘people respond to the invitition
to die, not With a salute bur a smack
in' the' mouth, and the mention of ‘war

enipries the factories and Gills the stéeers,

we' miy be able to thlk about freedom.
I do not expeet or hope for this, T only

know ' what T myself dm going to do.
The' rmbh learn slowly, add learn in-
complitil

. h_n.'y femain somnambulises,

but the pressure of the times moves

them, They “will be loudly congratu-
lated afrer the Péace, and quictly diddled

ov 30 e 24 hoors n wook, Ti-
telligent Junlar” with no experienve can il
the need and gain valuable oxporimes,

Box LMNOP Tha CO Press
119 Massau Street  New York 7, N, Y.

New York' Fellowship of
“Reconciliation
Tuesday, July 31st—6 pin.
Go-Operative Cafeteria, 49 E, 250k ‘St

Speaker: IESSE CAVILEER,
Asslutant Minlstor of Laboy Temple

“What Can Be Expected From’ Rusifa?™

‘ALL WELCOME

RETREAT — 1

Afternoon of August 10th to
 'Afterncon of August 12th
ANDRUS MANSION, Yonkers, N. Y.
" Bend Appliontion  for Timorvations to

RUTH PERKINS
249 t:_nl 1dth Btvent

OR. T-8870

119 Nastau Streot

A 5-YEAR OLD ‘COOP HOUSE IN NEW YO
HAS A FEW VACANCIES
Private house  with large, airy rooms, extensive grounds, play rbom,
study room, etc.: easily accessible to any part of city by all sub-
‘ways. Rent and all'meals. $9'a week.
A Rochdale cooperative, member of Eastern Cooperative League.
‘Write: .COOP HOUSE
c/o The CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTOR

© Mew York 7, N. Y.
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Democratic Front

By Max M. Kampelman

Reporting on the state of
jssue of Fortune magazine statesi

more than twice as many government securities as they had in 1939,

American corporations during wartime, a recent
“They have nearly twice as much working capital,

They have

paid §1,000,000,000 in debt and have $2,000,000,000 coming in tax refunds.”

Meanwhile the Wage and Hour Divi-
son reported that as of the end of
1944, more than 4,000,000 workers, or
ten per cent of those in industry, were
feceiving less than 40 cents an hour;
shout 3,000,000 berween #40-50 cents
an hours and an additional 3,000,000 be-
tween 50-60 conts an hour

A total of ten million workers, there-
fore, were receiving lew than 424 3
week for a 40 heur week. Deparcment
of Labor statistics indicate that a mini-
mum wage of $1.27 an hour for a work-
e employed 40 hours a week for 32
weeks @ year iy nccessary to Support 2
family in health and decency.

Another study by the Department
further disclosed that despite all Federal
effarts to hold down the cost °f. Iiv_mg,
there has been a fifty per cent rise since
1947 in the outlay for food for the
lowest income group.

With the comment that this state of
affairs has “meant poverty, ill-health,
and degradation for millions of Ameri=
can citizens,” 3 subcommitter of the
“Genite’s Committee on Education and
Labor, headed by Senator Pepper, has
just prepared legislavion, already intro-
duced in both houses of Congress, to
smend the Fair Labor Standards Act.
Under the bill, a new minimum wage
¢f 6f cents an hour would be estab-
fished which would, within twao years,
be increased to 75 cents an hour.

" One of the most crucial decisions af-
fecting our cconomy will be that of dis-
poria. of soyerament owned plants 5o
that "they pecome instruments for social

welfare, The necessity: that they be fully

utilized if we are to have full produc-
tion, a prerequisite for employment, can
be seen from che face that the govern-
ment now owns 10 per cent of the steel
praducing capacity of the nation, 50 per
cent of the capacity to build machine
tools, 70 per cent of aluminum, 90 per
cent of synthetic rubber, 90 per cent
of aircraft production, 90 per cent of
shipbuilding and repairs, and 90 per cent
of magnesium.

" A survey of the growth of Swedith
cooperatives shows that their central or-
panization now owns productive plancs
in mare than a score of industries and,
as a result, the movement has become a
very potent force in keeping prices
down. Electtie bulb prices, for example,
which had previously been fixed by an
international monopoly, were brought
down by more than a third with the
entry of cooperatives into their manu-
facture.

Cooperatives are now in fields as va-

ried as: flour, mills, bakeries, margarine
factories, fish cannerics, shoes, phosphate,
fertilizer, sutomobile tires, texriles, cash
registers, fl!tlllnw'.\ﬂ.'v' and porcelain,
* 1n the United States, Farm Bureau co-
operative iRSUFANCE COMPanics reported
sizable gain in auto, life, fire; and acci-
dent and health insurance for the first
four months of 1945 over the same pe-
riod last year.

The Farm Burcau Murual Automobile
Co, showed a 30 per cent gain in cover-
age, while the number of accident and
health policies increased §§ per cent. The
Farm Bureau Life Insurance Co. regis-
tered an increase of 22 per cent in vol-
ume of new business written and the
Muiual Fire Insurance Co. an 18.2 per
cent increase in new business.

The Rochdale lnstitute, national col-
lege of American consumer cooperatives,

will sp its comj jve course
again this fall for those who seck em-
ployment in cooperatives or wish to
study the subject. The study program.
which will be held at Lake Geneva and
Chicago, will last from September 9 1o
November 2. Further information can
be obtained from the Institute, 343 So.
Dearborn 5t., Chicago, Hlineis.

Bishop is Freed
Following Fast

(Cantinued from page 6)

stay in Friends' CPS, although he also
said he did not seek transfer.

From his first few months in CPS,
Bishop maintained that he was under
no obligation to do any mare work than
needed to keep out of jail. Foremen
found they could get lictle our of Bi-
shop except debate. For much of the
time at Mancos he was left alone as li-
brarian, a job he utilized to search
through books for more quotes to prove
his points.

When in May, 1944, Selective Service
opened its camp to segregate non-co-
operators, Bishop was on the list to go.
To dramatize his servitude, he waore a
ball and chain around his leg as he left
Mancos,

At Germfask he pursued his quotes
and queries with more vigor than ever,
The camp manager, 4 Mennonite Min-
ister, was persuaded by Bishop that Ao
follower of Jesus could administer con-
seription to his fellow men, and he re-
signed his post.

Issues Newsletier

Bishop circulated one issue of a news-
letter from Germfask before walking
out, At the end of a furlough in Aug-
ust, 1944, he turned his back upon the
system he had so long fought.

He neither felt obligated to tell the
government where he was, nor did he
try to evade arrest. Scprember @ he was
arrested in New York,

On the trip back to Michigan for
trial, he was beaten and kicked by of-
ficers of the U. §. Marshal. After a hear-
ing at Grand Rapids, the car in which
he was being taken to the prison hospi-
wal at Milan for forced-feeding over-
turned,

While awaiting trial, his abstinence
from food, except for liquids adminis-
tered through a tube, lasted 88 days. De-
cember 6 Federal Judge Fred M. Ray-
mond postponed trial and allowed Bishop
1o leave without bond or promise to re-
turn.

He used his liberty to travel to CPS
camps and units, trying to awaken mea
to the evils of the system they ac-
cepred.

On February 20 Bishop was arrested
on a bench warrant for another return
to Michigan for trial. His passive bady.
carried by police, produced a jam of
people who thought he was a wounded
fugitive. Newspaper pictures showed
him being carried by the collar and
p.mtl-\‘uﬁ gwhniqup, seat dr:gging on
the ground.

Called to trial an March 16 on short
notice (one week after his 39¢h bicch-
day), he was senteneed to four years in
prisan and a $1,000 fine, Next day he
was removed to Milan to begin his sen-
tence.

He did not stir from his cot for any
reason until the day he ateained free-

doen. id

Hampton Letters From McNeil
Reveal New Prison Brutalities

Further revelations of

shocking conditions and revolting brutalities in Federal

prisons were made recently by John Hampton, a conscientious objector inmate of

the McNeil 1sland Federal prison, in letters

made public by the Absolutist, organ

of the Absolutist War Objectors Association.,

In baring atrocities at MeNeil, Hamp-
ton stated that "seven or eight'’ lecters
of complaint to the office of the Atcar-
ney General and to the director of the
Bureau of Prisons had never been ack-
nowledged, In one such letter Hampton
wrote:

“Our Warden, Mr, P. . Squier, has
neither answered nor acknowledged the
enclosed letter. Yesterday 1 was again
kicked in the back by another of your
guards, Mr. MeShane, and this time more
viciously and vehemently than before. 1
asume from yesterday's action that
these guards are acting under your in-
seructions and with the full approval
of Warden Squier . . .

"It is generally believed among the
inmates that many of the lecters ad-
dressed to the Attorney General and Di-
rector, Bureau of Prisons, never leave
MeNeil Tland. 1 am inclined to be of
the opinion that this belief is false but
that it is fostered and encouraged by
the guards and officials to discourage
complaints against them,”

Hampron wrate in another letter:

“cha:dlcsn of proper channels  of
complaint, 1 claim my right as a eiti-
zen to free and unrestricted opportunity
to inform my wife of any ‘disciplinary
measures’ or physical violence used upon
me and mhur inn1ntrl. denia of food.
withholding medicine, smelly urine-satu-
rated mattress and dirty greasy pillow,
being moved in after inmate with itch,
regular epidemics of “athlete’s foot’, no
T,l\, u‘grqc.ltl'nn in hu»p'ltil wlrd’, pos:‘-
tive syphilities  handling  food, legal
rights taken away from inmates, non-
coop COs heing placed with sodomists
and homosexuals with the obvious in-
ference and implication,”

In other letters, Hampton wrote:

“After arracks on another inmate, a
patient with koown suicidal tendencies
was removed from the neura-psychiatric
ward of the prison hospital and finally
put in segreation (otherwise known as
the screen or the hole). Here he at-
tempted suicide by slashing his wrists
with a razer blade, and he might have
succeeded had not the shouts of other
prisoners finally drawn the aceention of

—

guards (there i+ no. guard on regular
duty in segregation and a doctor makes
but one daily visit) . . .

CO Stripped

“Some time ago 1 called attention to
the brutal behavior of Lt. Eckheare and
Mr, Capel. More recently these two
guards stripped naked @ young cO,
Philip lsely, thoved him on his back,
and dragged him around by his heels on
a rought concrete floor for a distanee
of approximately 75 feet. This brutal
*disciplinary’ action was occasioned by
Tsely's refusal to walk to the *hole'. . .

“ believe the ACLU (Anerican Civil
Liberties Union) will likewise be in=
torested in your staff members® ate
tempt to incite other prisoners to inflice
the corporal punishment that your cow-
ardly guards no longer dare to apply
themselves,

"On twe cccasions the prisoners in
the MeNeill Receiving Bldg, were gath-
ered together and given a ‘lecture’ by
Mr. Brack, the theme of which was that
I was nof hurting the prison set-up by
throwing feed on the walls and plugs
ging up the sewer line, but that T was
deliberately making it ‘tough on the
other prisoners. Because your prisaners
are possessed of clearer understanding
of :L‘e jseue of conscience and have a
fairer sense of justice than that of your
guards, these attempts to turn my fellow
inmates against me have come to
mlught."

The Absclutist, in commenting en
the atrempes at breaking the will of pri-
soners by brutality, observed: -

“When a modern nition plans for
war or goes to war, it must first en-
slave its own people. To do so it must
spread the fear of government and terro-
rize the people . ., We are just going
through the process of condemning the
entire German people for submitting to
the German terror, but the same Ameri-
can totalitarians thag are doing the con-
demning are supporting the same terror
in our prison system in America.”

{Since these letters were written,
Hampton was transferred to Springfield
in the same building as Murphy and
Taylar.)

Draft Referendum, Conscription
Abolition Sought by Legislators

{Contimicd [rom page 1)
public's stand on the controversial is-
sue and that it would give soldiers at
hame and abroad the “right to express
themselves . . "

Sen. Butler declared thar "most of the
letters sent to me from Nebraska put

the writers on record as being against”
peacetime conscription, While every Sen-
ator 8 receiving “a large amount of
mail” an the question, he said that “the
mail we receive on a particular subject
is not always an accurate cross-section
of opinion.”

Under the propasal the President
would certify to the governors of the
States for submission to the vaters in
;hc next :wn;rnliana] election the ques-
tion:

“Do you favor by the passage of a
law by the Congress of the United
States to compel 1 year of military
training for young men in time of
peace?”

A similar measure was introduced re-
cently in the House by two Republican
congremsmen, 5. P. Taylor of New Yark
and Lawrence H. Smith of Wisconsin.

(Crmriuwa' from page 1) ;|
practices of all nations,”

The resolution points out that com=
pulsary military service has never pre=
vented war in Europe or clsewhere, but,
on the contrary, causes lmpi:inn lm‘]
fears to grow between nations and in-
clines the rulers of men to war rather
than to peace, Such service would, fur-
thermore, result in greater restrictions
over the lives and activities uf aur poo=
ple, would impose heavy burdens on
them, eausing greater taxes and profound
changes in their way of life.

Danish Peace Workers Active
By Worldover Press

LONDON—Word has been received
from Denmark at the British office of
the War Resisters’ International chat its
Danish section carried on work through-
out the German cu:cupa:ion. nnd :I’mt i“
publication, Aldrig mere Krig, has been
issued every month without interruption.
For the past year the Danish movement,
in conjunction with the Society of
Friends in Dl'nmﬂ‘ wm‘lﬂgd to PN!NH
relief activities on the Continent, which
they expect to start at once. .



