OBSERVATIONS AND CONCLUSIONS RECEIVED FROM THE
CIVILIAN PUBLIC SERVICE CAMP No. 135 GERMFASK, MICHIGAN

This is the text of a talk given at the M.C.C. administered C.P.S. Camp,
No. 28, Medaryville, Indiana, February 18, 1946.
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I have enjoyed very much my visit in your camp here during the past two

davs. Included in this I especially think of the problems, resolves,
asfirations, temptations, etc., that some of us have been able to discuss
together. 1 consider this a privilege to be with you and to learn of you
and your camp. Also, I appreciate your evident desire to profit from -
present experiences and to always improve plans and goals for the future.

Having spent three months in the administration of Camp 135, and the en-
tire 1ife of the camp as an unofficial counselor and advisor to some of

the assignees, I believe I can perhaps fill your charge to me this even-
ing, that of giving some observations and conclusions relative to this
particular government administered Civilian Camp. I want to also make

some applications, in conclusion, pertinent to your camp here.

To give you a description of the camp, I shall begin by classifying the
various types of campees. Included in these were neurotics, philosphical,
socialistic, political, a number of "4-F'ers', and perhaps some dodgers

and the self-styled Free Thinkers. There were also a number of men whom:
I would classify as Christians in the use of the term as followers of ¢

Christ and His teachings. ;

The purpose of the camp in the initial set-up was to isolate these par-
ticular non-cooperators, slow-downers, etc. And in segregating these men,
Selective Service hoped to enable the other camps to continue carrying
out the program of "Work of National Importance".

Quite a number of the men were admirers and imitators of Mohandis Ghandi
of India. Many of their tactics were patterned after his techniques, at
least in the initial stages.

"My hope had been to appeal to them from a moral responsibility to them-
selves and each other. To endeavor to give them a moral fortitude, cour-
age, and to strengthen themselves against the inroads, mentally, and spir-
dtually, that persecution and conscription inevitably bring upon people,
to give them a triuvmph, a "song in the dark'. One army doctor who called
regularly at the camp, after studying and hearing their gripes for some
time, made this statement to me. "These men are not abnormal, in fact,
they are very normal. 1If a man under these circumstances of no pay, no
dependency allotments, no compensation, etc., still went around the camp
and project whistling happily, I would say he was the abnormal man and
needed watching." 8o, according to him, I was perhaps the most insane
man there; in being able to find a joy in the midst of sorrows, and re—
joicings in the midst of revilings and persccutions. Matt. 5:11, 12,
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given at Medaryville C.P.S. No. 28 on ""Ob-
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of a small Mennonite Mission at Germfask, Michi-
ibution because of his close contact with CPS pre-

Hle not only brought a much appreciated message on Sunday morning,
but also analyzed the situation as it exists in a government camp in an

jnformal meeting Monday evening. His experience as camp manager for a
period of three months at this' government camp has given him an insight;,
and an understanding of the thinking and problems of CPS men, that few

ministers have."

(Quoting from the Camp Publication "The Peace Sentinel" issue of
March 1946)

"rhis is one of the highlights of our lecture series."

(Stﬁtement by the Camp Educational Director)
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