C. P. 8, Camp No. 44
Western State Hospital
Staunton, Virginisa
November 3, 1943

Dr. Henry A. Fast
Mennonite Central Committee
Akron, Pennsylvania,

Dear Bro. Fast:

I want to assure you that I apprsciate very much your
prompt reply to my reoant letter, and for the statement of your
interest and plans for this Unit. We shall be grataful for
all that you will be doing to solve our various problems.

The enclosure for the Camp group should draw things together
abit, and I will feel more free to use my influence in promot—
ing such things as will lead to the highest spiritual, educa-
tional, physical, and recresational attainments of the group.

I think you can s2e how I was reluctant and careful to advise
and dirset the individuval and group movements. If one of the
becys should have gotten the idsa that I was working without
suthorization, or of my own desire, it may have been hard to
retain hie confidence. I have found that in camp one cannot
guard too closely the poessibility of leaving the impression to
the other campees that you have set yourself above them, We
miet &ll te on one leval and work as & union with due respect
and considsration to the group leader.

I shall endeavor to carry faithfully the responsibility
of leading and working with this grocup. It shall be my desire
to interpet cersfully the interests and concerns of the MCC,,
and to present them to the group ae they come to me from time
tc time. Ws shall have our first group meeting tomorrow even=
ing. It will then be decided how often we can meet together as
group to eing, pray, and enjoy Christian fellowehip and discus-=
sion. We should be able to gather at le=st twice a week.

Encloesed I am sending you an excerpt from cur supsrinten=
dent, Dr. J. 8. DeJarnatte's report tc the Msntal Hygiene Survey
issued monthly in the intersst of an adequate mental health pro=
gram by the Department of Mental Hygiene and Hospitalsg, Cliniec
Building, Medical College of Virginia, Richmond, Virginia, The
Mental Hygiene Survey is received by the Doctors and Nurses of
the State HOgpitals. This morning Dr. Fulton, whc inspects owr
ward daily, said Dr. DeJarnette had & nice report of our work
in the Survey, %nd if I came to his office he would give me his
copy of the magazine. I found the enclosed statement concerning
us and our work.

We have been receiving favorable comments frequently on our
work and cooperation from other of the doctors, nurses, and some
of the attendants. I only hope this epirit will continue, and
even increase if possible. There are still a few who seem to
dread neeting us.

Thanking you again for what you have dcre, and will be

deing for us, I remain
Very truly yours, M Y )1{&%
: A E

Landis ¢. Martin



EXCERPTS ¥ROM THE SUPERINTENDENTS'! REPORTS
Western State Hospital
By Dr. J. 8. DedJarnette

"We now have 19 conecisntious objectors from Camp No. 4
near Grottoes, Virginia, They are very cocperative, willking to
work, intelligent, courteous, pleasant, and up to this time have
been very satisfactory indeed. Neny of them are high school
graduates and some have college degrees. We would like very
much to g8t 20 more,

"We zre remodeling an old house on the grounds and in about
two weeks we could take care of that number very nicely. Mr.
Quesenbery stated he would try and get them for us. The condi-
tions here are critical in regard to enmployses, especially at=
tendants, and it is difficult to say how it will all e&nd.

"We have been using patients as attendants, and their ser=
vices mostly have been satisfactory, about the average of those
employed from the outside world. Of course, we select our bsst
patients to do this work and many of them are alecoholice. How=
ever, many of the alccholics are being called into service and
from now on we will have few from which to select.

"The conséisntious cbjeetors have been in the hospital
eervice approximat2ly cne month. They have been & Cod send to
us, and I have not had a bad report about any of them."

Note: Thie Article appeared in the September issue of the
Mental Hygziene Survey, not last month's .
LCM



