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CONC! IES FILL VITAL GAP AT HOSFITAL

They're Strictly on The Level Declares Doctor at liarlboroe

Dre Je Berkeley Gordon was s enking of the 1 eonsecicmtious objectors workirg in the
State Hospit 1 at larlboro, when he said, "They're strictly on the level, and a blessing
to our institution in releaving the man/ ower shortage. We've asked for 15 or 20 more this
<11,

The doctor explained the heepital is rummiug on bal’ its normml personnel, a serious
state, but it was move serious before last November when the "objectors" were sent to lsrl-
boro t0 8 rve as attendarts. Sixty were also sont to Greystone Hospital in Merris Countye ..

"They're clean living meneedon't drink, smoke or gmumble", the do¢tor explained. "lout
of them are Mennonite farm beys in their 208 from the Middle West. They're not cowards, they
just don't believe in war, more specifically in killing their fellow men, for religious
reasons." :

Te i1lustrate the point the dector told how many of them had volu: teered for hagardous
jobs after serving their minimum of 90 days training. GSome w nt into experimental work
and research) others joined the daring parachute division of forest fire fighters, and &till
others are now rolieving lrhor shortage pressure in mentsl institutions such as Narlboro
and Greystones

wout® Up, Gordon said, “they would not trest wounded soldiers. Thal would be against
their religious principles. The: figure ihey would be aiding a man who wae killing."

The objectors wear hospital white uniforms which are supplied them aloug with board
and $10 a month, Some have brought their families east with them, Their wives and sisters
work at the hespital as salaried atiendants.

Dr. Gordon said Marliore's staff of 65 graduate nurses dropped to 15 in two years.
They normslly carried a p rsomnel of 650 to care for approximmtely 2600 inmates. They =re
now still 150 short in personnel, but expect the mext group of objectors will lighten the
burden. "There's more clance of getiing additionnl ol jectors in the fall when dangers
from £ res ic lessened and when the harvesting is over,® Dr. dordon said.

Recnuse most of the objectors were farmers, it was first thought that they should geo
into farm work, but Selective Service limits their pay to $10 a month, and farm organize=
tions objectad to hiring hands nt such low wages.

Dr. Gordon says one time they attempted a payment system which would be satisfactoy
to farm organizationses=they would pay the conchies by regular scale and arange to have
them turn sll but $10 a month for War Bonds. The objectors re’used saying they would be
furtiering the war affert.
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