THE CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTOR

Federal Judge Asked to Volunteer, Won't, Get Solitary

_Overrules SS

Decides That Court Alene
Has Jurisdiction of
Probationers

LOS ANGELES—In 4 decision that
may have far-reaching effeer, U, 5. Dis-
trict  Court jud'ﬂu Harry Al Hollzer
ruled last monrh that Sclecrive Service
boards can not re-assign COs under the
custody of the court on probation.

The decision sertled the long- puulnﬂtx
cases of David Walden, Alex Kasimo
and Russell Eddy. All three had original-
Iy been denied CO elassification, and fol-
lowing their arvests for non-campliance
with Selective Service direcrives, had
been sentenced to probation ar civilian
jubs by the courr.

The government, in bringinx the cas-
¢s into court, nrﬁum:l that it merely
wanted to have the men conform to na-
tional policy in regard to CO8, particu-
larly in respect to such macters as re-
stricting their movement and preserib-
iﬁg their cbmprmaliom l.u.wing them in
their probationary status would be in
effect to grant the men du\:pa:lﬁn.ﬂ de-
ferment from military service,

Renson for Decision

Defending his decision, Judge Hollzer
rtated: “Obviously it is nor for the court
to pass upon the wisdom or the propricty
of policics adopted by governmental
agencies, Hlowever, the question whether
the policy aof such an agency shall be
allowed to control one who has come un-
der the court’s exclusive jurisdiction and
who is under the superyision of one of
its ﬂﬂi\"l‘l": in ather waords, the q\w.\liun
whether that tribunal should surrender
its jurisdiction and  therchy, in effect,
avoid, it not evade, ies responsibilicy, is
a matter with which we are gravely con-
cerned.

“The cireumstance that |.]wy are no
loanger at the camp to which they were
originally asigned cannor be actributed
1o any dercliction on their part, . . . In-
deed; the work they are now performing
it 5o urgently needed—in the one in-
stance, by a governmental agency, and in
the other, by o quasi-public institution—
that to deprive these bodies of the ser-
viees ﬂ\\"‘ are now |'|.‘1h[ﬂ‘hu: may well
cause public injury.

“The particular Hovwlmwnu! policy
here proposed to be applied, we believe,
was devised to meer conditions radically
different from the circumstances shown
to exist in the cases now under considera-
tion. What i now avked is that we run
the risk of causing publi¢ harm, in order
Lo pursue what in I.rrLLt 'u AN experiment
which not anly may end dn failiire, but
alsa may it
justice

The American Civil Liberties Union,
which defended the three prabationers,
uld the action is '!I}.Illfl\.nllll in that it
may halt what scems to be an organized
program on the pare of deafc afficials o
induce federal i\uh:l:\ to act aside favors
able terms of probation for objectors,
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Special to The C.O.

LEWISBURG, Pa.—Protest actions by ©Os and non-COs against revocations

of “koud time,

* racial segregation, censorship of mail, release procedures, imprison-

ment and conseription are all included in last month's activities of inmates ar the

Federal Penitentiary here,

A major strike action started over an
ineident invplving four non-COs The
men, assigned to a construction inh luy-
ing a cement walk, were among a grovp
asked to volunteer for extra work. T]lt'y
refused to “volunteer” and were thrown
into solitary confinement for insubordi-
nation.

The men were brought to trial before
the desciplinary committee and charged
with mutiny and strike. Two received
.wmpcndl:d sentonces, but the other two
had 30 days "good rime"” taken away
from them. In the past, statutory time
off the sentenee for good behavior has
been' taken away: from nen-COs anly as

ishment for ext dinary acts of an
l!]cml miture, such ay stabbing, arson,

oF escape,
= - COs Protest

Immediately, the majoricy of the
conscientious objectors at Lewisburg pro-
tested this arbitrary and unusual pun-
ishment to the warden, but he n‘p"hll
that the affair was none of their busi-
ness. The COs replied thae it was their
l\llﬂl“l.'ﬂi ﬂnd bll.'hl!f] up ll“.'l‘lk Longern
with the threat of strike. But on the day
before the strike was scheduled o start,
Warden Willlam Hiate sent the men to
the segregation block of the primm.
wheve there were alveady cight €O% on
strike against conscription, imprisonment
of COs and discriminatory parole proces
dure againse them,

The steikers ineluded four men from
the Lewisburg Farm Camp, outside the
walls of the Penitentinry and not sup-
posed to be in contact with activicies
within the walls,

Lol ge l‘ ik
late and went in ;
rarily, After he fasted for five days,
hawever, he was allowed to iuiu the u(hrl‘
mulu m :Iulr maore moderate confine-

ined, the stiike i day

ment, The others who wene on strike
were Bernard  Abosh, lrving Schwartz,
Harvey Corcaran, Alexander Lang, Mer-
ll' .‘;.lﬂ'm‘tl. Theodore Mnyu“\. Jnnr.'ph
Reilly, Norman Gesner, and Bill Suther-
land, Six of rhese men have been called
to tial for their parts in the strike ac-
ti and have alsa had 20 ;!l:,w ﬂuml
time'' revoked.

The first non-CO, all-Negro demion-
stration ngninnt racial discrimination hy
men in prison alo occurred in Lewiss
hur\u I|||||: munl.‘l'l. In the Pmmt aunimt
partiality in job sssignments and againsc
segregation in the dining hall, 30 men ane
day refused 1o go wo breskfasy, 15 to
tanch, and nine to supper. The follow-
ing day, three were nm:lnuin“ indufi-
nitely. Two of them refussd also o work
and were thrown into the "hole,” The
thitd. William Mimhc", continued
working and was finally called in for a
canferenco by Warden Hiarr, whe end-
ed the strike by promising more equitable
job distriburion and the eventual elimis
mation: of segregation from the dining
hall,

Refuse to Sign Papers

Gordon Goley, twice senteneed religi-
aus absalutist, and Estaban Caban, Porto
Rican Nacionalist, were both  refused
conditional release because they wouldn't
sign the afheial papers relevant to their
release,

Lester Lermond, twice imprisoned and
on wark strike for nine months against
authoritarianism, won a1 17 day hunger
and thirst strike against d:n'mm'l.hip af
lis il nlu'u a dispured lerier finally

“save fage” for the of-
ated emphatically that
i1 ;,-,u out,

wunlmg n‘ltdt o
ficials, who had st
the luur wuuhl

“Sneak * Attack on Pearl Harbor
Was Expected, Reports Disclose

The full story of the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor was made Pllh"n‘ l\)'
President Truman last month in a series of reports which clearly show that the at-

tack by the Japanese was expected.:

The Army Board disclosed thae President Roosevele aceurately forecast Japan's

"eneal™ actack “thirteen d.l_\'! in advance.

This ;‘li:ulmuru came from Secretary
of War Stimson's diary. On Nav. 2§,
1941, Stlmson wrote; "He  (President
Roosevelt) brought wp the evenr that
we were likely o be srtacked perhaps as
soon as=perhaps next Monday, for the
Japs are notorious for miking an attack
without warning, and the question was
what we should do.”

That an atcack was expected is Turs
ther shown by the “war messages” sent
to !\'l:qu and Kimmﬂ of the Pacific 1"|ﬂ'h
on Nov, 27, The heuilming of one such
report reads

Warned of War
wider this l.”ip]ltl:h a4 war wurn;ng.

The negotiations with Japan in an effore
tu stabilize conditions in the Pacific have

ended. Japan is expected to make an
.mgmuvw move within the next few
days."

Fl‘ I'JI 'M.lrnh;l” oan [J'll.' same l'nly sent

the following informuation to Generdl
Short:

“Nuﬂntiuth‘uu with the Japanese ap-
pear to be terminated to all pracrical
purposes with only the barest possibilities
l.I'IaI[ [lw Jull,}l'll,'ll.' _ul.l\'ﬂfl““\'"[ ﬂ“nhl
come back and offer to continue, Japa-
nese future action in unpredic:nh[q bu;
hostile action is passible ar any moment.
1f hasgilivies cannot be avoided, the
Umited States desires chat J.‘IPBI" commit

the firse overr act.”

The Army Pearl Harbor Board report,
however, deseribed the 10-point mem-
arandum (I:\|‘|lh.'lwl.| o II.lpnn on Nov,
24, 1941, a8 “the button that started the
war."

The report said the memorandum was
dispatched o the Japanese after Secres
tary of State Hull decided not 1o go
l||'n||;,:l| with carlier |:u'u|1mi|]1 which

contained a lll.lll l'm' a4 :|||'|.'n mnnth trude, .

The Japanose regarded this memoran-
dun as an ultimatum and, consequently,
made the arrack upaon Pearl Farbor,

Vote to Quit CPS °
Speectal to The C.0.
FHILADELPHIA=The American
Friends Service Committes voted
lute lnst month to entirely withdraw
1hair apAnsarship from the Civilian
Public Herviee system  six months
after ihe =igning of the Jupanese
surrender  September 2. 11 was
learned that the Brethren Serviee
Committes and the Mennonite Cen-
iral Commiltes ore nol  expected
to tuke similur action,
Meunwhile, Selective Serviee re-
cently agreed to begin the release
of OIS men on the previously an-
nouneed point plan o October 1
unless Congress has  passed  (he
Winstead R by that date,

nhln:tnr in the u;m e

Suicide Theory
Gains Credence

Lawyer Says Letter Indicates
Despondency Over Ruling
in Summers Case

Special te The C.0O.

EEKTON, Ore—Credinee was added
to the theory of suicide in che recent
death of John Victor Byas, Jr., 30, Ci-
silian Public Service amignee here, with
the diselosure lase month of a lereer writ-
ten three weeks before his death ta Ju-
lian' Cornell, New York attorney.

Carnell, who released the letrer, sid
it indicated "Byas may have killed him-
wlf in despandency over the difficuley
of becoming a lawyer in the face of the
Summers decision, added o che problens
which face J Negro entering a profes-
sional carecr.”

Byas's bady was recovered from a riv-
er in Portland four dave after his dis-
appearance from eamp and assignees here
said he had lefe notes suggesting suicide.

In his leteer to Cornell he wrate:

“I read the report of the ruling of the
L. 8 Supreme Coure upholding the 1li-
nois Bar Association in denying admit-
tance to an otherwise qualified conscien-
tious objector. . . . the decision has
brought a question to my mind which T
MUst ARSWer very soon .

“The guestion is whether or not 1
should cantinue studying law, T am a
conscientious objector and was induered
in Sept mber of 1943 ar which time 1
was studving at Howard University, . . .

“Since I've been in CPS I've retained
a firm deshie to contlnue my studies, . . i
But if 1 am ta be frank, 1 must admic
that the Supreme Court’s ruling has
caused me quite 4 bit of concern. . . . 1
would like ro know whir vou think are

|||. chanves of vhe bar

assoolations « .
o mwm

Pointing out that “exclusion or ad-
mission of p.u:l‘l'mv will be determined
by the authorities of vach stace,” Cornell
wroteé 1 réply urging Byas to t'tmlihut
the studv of law, He said he was “con=
fident that many stites will refuse to
{ollow the lead iF Hlinois.”

Farlier, it was wpnrml that camip rec-
orids showed that the objector, who led
his class ar Hloward University, had nev=
eF made a -,J(E-F.u:un‘y ad| o
CPS life and that "he appar ||tiy knew
his discharge was on the way but fele
despondent about facing the problems
af the outside world,”

A native of Mumphis, Byas received
his B.S. degree from 1.0Mﬂync (Ln“egn,

His facher and brother are physicians
and his fiancee recently  received her
medical degree and is Interning ar a

Harlem haspital,

Explosion Burns 2

CLOVER VALLEY, Calif, = Two
members of the Coleville spike camp
here, John Wetherill and Andreew Bihun,
sustained first degree burns recently when
one of the men attempted to pour ail
into a hor lantern, The oil exploded
setting fire 1o clothing, bedding and
arher property in the tent. Prompe first
mid attention by the camp nurse, Paul
Woodard, and treatment by a physician
prevented serious complications from de-
\'ehlping.

Transfer Follows Strike

AUGUSTA, Me, — Five men at CPS
No, 88 here were transferred to pove
CERMEnT  camps st month when :hcy
went on a work strike in protest of
the transfer of a Follow camper, William
Hare, to another camp. Hart's transfer
was due to difficulties with the hospiral
supervisor.
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